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Plagiarize: take and use (the 
thoughts, writings, inventions, 
etc. of another person) as one’s 
own.
 - Oxford Canadian Dictionary
I don’t get it. I really don’t. It seems silly that I even have to 
mention something so evidently 
wrong and offensively lazy. 
Even before writing became 
a serious part of my life, I’d 
never considered plagiarizing 
someone else’s work as my 
own—and it’s not like I’m 
even a person of unwavering, 
virtuous ethics. Maybe it was 
the teachers I had growing up 
or the role models I followed 
who taught me that copying 
someone else’s work was wrong. 
I’d like to think it was just me 
using my own brain though; 
after all, who in their right mind 
would take credit for someone 
else’s work?
The reality is a lot of people. 
It may seem overdramatic 
to say that plagiarism is 
rampant in this technological 
Renaissance, but it truly is. 
We have copious amounts of 
information available to us at 
astonishing conveniences and it 
was inevitable that some people 
would use this resource to take 
advantage of others. But just 
like eating Taco Bell for every 
meal of every day, just because 
you can do something doesn’t 
mean you should.
Your own personal ethics 
on plagiarism aside, the whole 
thing is also pretty illegal. As 
in against the law. When you 
take someone else’s words 
and claim them as your own, 
without giving them the proper 
credit, people get angry. Just 
ask Elizabeth Meriwether, 
“creator” of the show New Girl, 
who’s currently lawsuit-deep 
with a pair of screenwriters 
who claim she plagiarized 
the show’s concept from their 
pilot Square One. As if the 
similarities between the two 
shows weren’t damning enough, 
Fox reportedly offered the 
writers a $10,000 settlement as 
soon as the lawsuit was filed. 
Because that’s what innocent 
people do: they offer thousands 
of dollars to make something 
go away. I won’t even get into 
the PR shitstorm that is Shia 
LaBeouf’s recent plagiarism 
antics, but you have to give him 
points for originality (the whole 
skywriting part, I mean).
Let’s bring the plagiarism 
war back to our own home turf, 
though. Anyone who’s taken a 
first-year course (which I would 
assume is most of you) has 
undoubtedly been subjected 
to the concept of academic 
dishonesty. It’s not like people 
are somehow oblivious to what 
plagiarism is. I remember there 
being days where I would have 
back-to-back introductory 
classes and there would be 
the same section on the 
syllabus about what academic 
dishonesty is, why it’s bad, and 
what the consequences are. I 
remember thinking how distant 
the environment of cheating 
seemed to me. If I would never 
do anything like that, why 
would someone else?
Even the Other Press has 
seen its share of people trying 
to plagiarize. Someone was 
fired right around the time I 
started because they’d been 
taking articles from online and 
purposing them as their own. 
It seems odd to have one of the 
main roles of Assistant Editor 
be to check for plagiarism 
but it’s impossibly important. 
During my own time as 
Assistant Editor last year, I can 
recall at least three writers who 
attempted plagiarism and every 
time it was the same claim of 
ignorance that gave them a 
free pass. You ever need a dose 
of awkward in your day? Try 
sitting down a fellow writer 
and asking them to stop taking 
credit for someone else’s work.
An unfortunate fact of life 
is that for every profession, 
there are people in that field 
who are willing to steal other 
people’s work. What motivated 
me to write about the topic this 
week was an email I received 
from the Canadian University 
Press (CUP) about someone 
plagiarizing from an online 
CUP article. The writer took 
sections from the online version 
and incorporated them into a 
new piece. Were the sections 
substantive? Not really, and 
that’s not the point. The writer 
(someone with many articles 
to their name) knowingly took 
the words of someone else 
and didn’t give them credit 
for it. As much as you want to 
believe some people are truly 
unaware of what plagiarism is, 
they know what they’re doing 
when they hit copy and then 
follow up with a paste. I have 
zero sympathies for anyone 
who plagiarizes and I have even 
fewer sympathies for those who 
get caught.
Let me boil this whole 
topic down into one digestible 
message: don’t fucking 
plagiarize. It’s wrong; it’s 
illegal; and you’re taking 
credit for something another 
person actually worked for. If 
the thought of originality is 
something you grapple with, 
then maybe you’re in the wrong 
field.
The copy and paste pandemic 
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A conservative jurisdiction in the American southwest 
has come up with a surprisingly 
progressive solution to put an 
end to homelessness in the next 
two years. 
In 2005, legislators in the 
state of Utah calculated all of the 
related costs of homelessness 
on the state, including expenses 
associated with health care, 
social workers, and the prison 
system. The total costs to the 
taxpayer in caring for one 
homeless person was estimated 
at $16,670. In contrast, it’s 
estimated that it would cost 
$11,000 to provide one homeless 
person with a home and a social 
worker.
Legislation was passed in 
Utah that created the state’s 
Housing First program, which 
provides homeless people with 
homes. Social workers are 
assigned to program participants 
to help in the development 
of life skills, such as resumé-
writing, job search, budgeting, 
and self-sufficiency. With the 
program, Utah has been able to 
reduce its homelessness rate by 
78 per cent, and administrators 
believe they’re set to eliminate 
homelessness in the state by 
2015. 
While the program focusses 
on finding housing before 
delving into other areas of 
a participant’s life, the Utah 
model also ensures a fair level 
of community involvement 
and incentives for the business 
community to participate as 
employers in the program. 
In stark contrast to Utah’s 
surprising implementation of a 
radically progressive program, 
some US cities and states are 
regulating homelessness and 
passing laws that effectively 
make the act of homelessness 
illegal. 
Columbia, South Carolina 
has passed a bylaw which leaves 
homeless people with the 
options of either leaving the 
city or getting arrested. Tampa, 
Florida has passed a bylaw that 
allows police to arrest anyone 
found sleeping in a public place 
expanded its law to prohibit 
panhandling and the storing of 
personal property in a public 
place, which includes arresting 
those homeless persons who are 
seen carting their possessions 
around in a shopping cart. This 
raises concerns, with claims that 
such laws are tantamount to 
profiling. 
Other cities, such as 
Philadelphia and Raleigh, use 
the method of not permitting 
the feeding of homeless persons. 
This has sparked protests from 
religious groups and charitable 
organizations. 
An official at the City 
of Vancouver told the Other 
Press that they were familiar 
with the Utah program and 
advised that the plan mirrored 
conclusions from a 2009 report 
from the National Law Center 
on Homelessness & Poverty 
and the National Coalition for 
the Homeless titled “Homes 
Not Handcuffs.” The City 
of Vancouver official—who 
is employed at the city’s 311 
service and indicated he was 
not authorized to speak with 
the media—said that the 
City is committed to its long-
standing philosophy of ending 
homelessness, including 
tackling addiction issues and 
providing those in need with 
transitional housing units and 
support. 
According to statistics 
released by Charity Intelligence 
Canada, the average life-
expectancy of a homeless person 
is 39 years. In 2008, Canadian 
taxpayers spent $1.3-billion 
on services utilized by the 
estimated 157,000 homeless 
persons across Canada. 
Charity Intelligence estimates 
that implementing a similar 
program in Canada would cost 
approximately $800-million, 
with costs to the taxpayer being 
further reduced over time as 
homeless persons begin to 
acquire skills and training to find 
part- or full-time employment.
Patrick Vailancourt
News Editor
 news
@theotherpress.ca
Utah leads North American jurisdictions 
in ending homelessness
 Conservative US state develops radically progressive solution
A personal finance and business affairs 
commentator with a flair for 
controversy and sensationalist 
commentary has come under 
fire for comments made in a 
live broadcast which praised 
poverty. 
Kevin O’Leary, who is co-
host of the CBC News Network’s 
personal finance show The 
Lang and O’Leary Exchange, is 
now the subject of angry public 
feedback after a segment on the 
show January 20.
Amanda Lang, who is the 
show’s co-host and CBC News’ 
senior business correspondent, 
opened by stating a troubling 
fact about the gap between the 
rich and poor. Lang was citing 
a report titled “Working for the 
Few,” released by Oxfam, which 
claims that the collective wealth 
of the world’s 85 richest people 
is equal to that of 3.5-billion of 
the world’s poorest.
“This is fantastic news, and 
of course I applaud it. What 
could be wrong with this?” 
O’Leary said.
While the show’s producers 
understand that O’Leary can 
provide some very controversial 
views, even Lang was stunned 
by O’Leary’s comments on the 
world’s poverty gap, simply 
responding with “Really?” as she 
appeared at a loss for words. 
O’Leary defended his 
comments by saying that 
the report should serve as 
inspiration to poor people to 
look up to the so-called “one 
per cent” and feel motivated 
to acquire their own financial 
fortunes. 
“I celebrate capitalism… 
That’s the motivation everybody 
needs. … This is a celebratory 
stat, I’m very excited about it,” 
said O’Leary, while Lang argued 
that individual motivation 
is not the answer to abject 
poverty. 
O’Leary is no stranger to 
television controversy and is a 
mainstay in business-themed 
reality shows such as the CBC’s 
Dragons’ Den and its American 
spinoff Shark Tank. In both 
shows, O’Leary is a tough 
negotiator who is merciless in 
his feedback to entrepreneurs 
and, at times, belligerent with 
some of his own colleagues on 
the show.  
While many Canadians 
have expressed outrage over 
O’Leary’s recent comments, 
with some promising to 
boycott his show, CBC has yet 
to publicly release a statement 
on the matter. However, Robert 
Lack, executive producer of the 
Lang and O’Leary Exchange, 
responded to viewer complaints 
related to a controversy in 
October 2013 where O’Leary 
characterized one of the show’s 
guests as a “left-wing nutbar”: 
Lack said that the network 
embraces O’Leary’s role on 
the show and that the public 
should understand from that 
standpoint. 
In his letter to Patrick 
McCurdy, a viewer who 
protested the comments and 
published the letter exchange 
on his personal blog, Lack 
wrote, “We expect Kevin 
O’Leary to be colourful, 
outspoken, and controversial.”   
Outside of television, 
O’Leary is involved in a number 
of startups through his work 
on Dragons’ Den and is the 
co-founder and chairman of 
O’Leary Funds. O’Leary has a 
personal net worth estimated at 
$300-million. 
CBC business and finance commentator 
under fire for praising poverty
 Kevin O’Leary comments cross a threshold of common sense and decency
Kevin O’Leary and Amanda Lang // By www.rrj.ca
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Tragedy in a small Quebec town has raised questions 
throughout the country about 
the safety of facilities which 
house the more vulnerable 
populations in Canadian 
society, particularly the elderly 
and disabled. 
A fire at an elderly care 
home in L’Isle Verte, Quebec 
has devastated the small 
community as emergency 
officials have confirmed eight 
fatalities, with about 24 other 
people who remain missing at 
press time and are feared dead. 
The fire began in the early 
morning hours on January 23 at 
the Résidence du Havre nursing 
home. The facility included 
52 units of independent and 
semi-shared living quarters. 
Fire crews responding to 
the incident were hampered 
immediately by extremely cold 
weather that rendered much of 
their equipment useless. Fire 
hoses were being exposed to 
temperatures as low as -35C and 
the initial blasts of water onto 
the building created ice walls 
that further complicated rescue 
efforts. 
While investigators have 
not determined with certainty 
the cause of the fire, sources 
suggest that the fire was caused 
by a cigarette. 
Bruno Belanger, an 
overnight staffer at the facility, 
told QMI Agency that he 
believes a male resident began 
smoking in his unit after he had 
been refused permission to go 
outside shortly before the fire 
started. When the alarm went 
off, Belanger noticed smoke 
billowing out of the man’s 
room and was forced to escape 
the building. Firefighters were 
unable to gain access to all of 
the rooms for evacuation due to 
the intensity of the blaze. The 
vast majority of those dead or 
missing are those who needed 
wheelchairs or walkers. 
The tragedy has sparked 
debate about the use of 
sprinklers in elderly care 
homes. Résidence du Havre did 
have a sprinkler system in the 
newer wings of the facility, but 
none in the original portion of 
the building. Many in Quebec 
and across the country are now 
calling on all governments to 
review their building guidelines 
and ensure sprinkler systems 
are made mandatory. 
Building codes vary from 
province to province, and in 
some cases, from city to city. 
The federal government also has 
a national building code, but is 
never regulated or enforced. 
The tragedy has gained 
national and international 
attention. Queen Elizabeth II 
was made aware of the tragedy 
and issued a statement of 
condolence. 
“Prince Philip and I were 
saddened to learn of the serious 
fire at the seniors’ residence in 
L’Isle-Verte, Quebec yesterday,” 
read the statement from 
Buckingham Palace. “The Duke 
of Edinburgh and I send our 
sympathy to the families of 
those who have died and our 
thoughts and prayers to all 
those who have been injured in 
this terrible event.”
Quebec Premier Pauline 
Marois had cancelled the 
remainder of a trade mission 
to Davos, Switzerland upon 
hearing of the fire, and Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, who 
was in the Middle East last 
week, issued a statement from 
Amman, Jordan expressing his 
sadness at the incident. 
“On behalf of the entire 
country, I offer my sincere 
condolences to the family and 
friends of those who passed 
away following the fire at a 
seniors’ residence in eastern 
Quebec,” Harper said. “My 
thoughts and prayers are 
also with those who remain 
unaccounted for, and all those 
who have been injured.”
Rescue efforts are ongoing, 
but crews have been forced 
to abandon plans to conduct 
round-the-clock operations 
due to weather and manpower. 
Extreme weather continues to 
complicate efforts to find those 
who remain missing. 
Quebec seniors home fire reportedly 
caused by cigarette
Canadian university classrooms could have 
twice the international students 
in the next eight years. On 
January 15, the Conservatives 
announced a strategy to double 
the amount of researchers 
and students coming from 
abroad. The program centres 
around $5-million per year in 
funding primarily going toward 
branding and marketing. The 
funding was approved as a part 
of the Economic Action Plan 
last year.
Minister of International 
Trade Ed Fast announced the 
program at Ryerson University. 
Fast said in a press release that 
in addition to the marketing 
money, “the strategy will 
provide $13-million over two 
years to the Globalink program 
of Mitacs, a national not-for-
profit organization that fosters 
innovation through research 
and training programs.” The 
initiative will focus on six key 
regions: Brazil, China, India, 
Mexico, North Africa, and the 
Middle East and Vietnam.
While critics say an increase 
in international students is a 
positive overall goal, they add 
there needs to be more details 
on the program. Alex Usher, 
president of Higher Education 
Strategy Associates, says the 
newly announced strategy 
needs to be better thought out 
to be successful.
“There are lots of reasons 
why you might want to increase 
the number of international 
students but let’s be explicit 
about what they are and work 
backwards from there,” says 
Usher, adding there is no 
clear purpose for doubling 
international students. 
Usher says the document 
presented by Fast should 
not be called a strategy. He 
wondered whether provinces 
and educational institutions 
were consulted when putting 
together the plan.
“The only goal I can see is 
double the number of incoming 
students,” he says. “I don’t know 
why that number was picked 
and if you don’t know why the 
number was picked you’ll have a 
hard time justifying it.”
Dan Harris, the NDP post-
secondary education critic, 
said the idea of doubling 
international students in 
Canada is not a bad one.
“They [international 
students] make an important 
part of the student body in 
Canada and help provide 
resources to universities 
through tuition fees,” said 
Harris.
He added the government 
needs to ensure the resources 
and support are there for the 
new international students, 
many of whom face a culture 
shock when coming to Canada. 
Gary Slater, associate vice-
president international at the 
University of Ottawa, says new 
students often have a language 
barrier and have to deal with 
different methods of teaching 
from what they’re used to.
Harris echoed Slater’s 
concern with resources for 
international students, saying, 
“We have to make sure they 
succeed and we have no 
problems arise from a larger 
student body.” He added that 
universities will need additional 
funds to provide adequate 
programming for the new 
students, something that’s 
not currently outlined in the 
strategy.
Slater said that because 
education is a provincial matter, 
the federal government can 
only hope the numbers double 
as projected. The rest of the 
work falls on the provinces, 
some of which have a hard 
time recruiting international 
students.
“We have to recognize that 
a national policy like that will 
be differently seen in the French 
and the English world,” said 
Slater, pointing out that Quebec 
has a harder time recruiting 
international students. “It’s 
much easier to recruit students 
that want to study in English 
than in French. We have to 
work hard if we want to keep 
a linguistic balance in the 
country.”
Slater said while Canada 
has a great post-secondary 
education system, it has to 
compete with the USA. That’s 
where the $5-million yearly 
initiative for advertising comes 
in.
“The number one thing the 
federal government can do is 
give Canada a good reputation 
outside the country,” said Slater. 
“It’s a marketing issue to a large 
extent.”
According to Harris, 
Canada also needs to ensure 
there is an easy way to 
immigrate for international 
students who decide to stay. 
“We should be putting a focus 
on making sure there is a path 
to immigration and family 
reunification,” he says.
Whether the students 
stay or go back, Slater said 
anyone studying in Canada is 
an asset for the country. Those 
moving back often forge strong 
links with the institution they 
studied in, while students who 
immigrate contribute to the 
economy.
“They bring a lot not only 
to university but to society,” said 
Slater.
Federal government hopes to double 
international students
 Eight confirmed dead in tragedy; still many more missing
Jane Lytvynenko, 
CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief
Patrick Vailancourt
News Editor
 news
@theotherpress.ca
The vast 
majority of dead 
and missing 
are those 
who needed 
wheelchairs or 
walkers to move 
around.
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A South American nun living in Italy, who gave birth 
to a healthy nine-pound baby 
boy last week, claims that she 
did not become aware of her 
pregnancy until she went into 
labour. 
Sister Roxana Rodriguez, 
a 33-year-old from El Salvador 
who lives at the Little Disciples 
of Jesus convent in Campomoro, 
Italy, said that the child is a “gift 
from God.” 
Campomoro is 
approximately 80 kilometres 
north of Rome and the Vatican. 
Rodriguez had been rushed 
to hospital due to what she 
thought were severe abdominal 
cramps. When doctors 
performed an ultrasound, they 
found she was in the advanced 
stages of giving birth. 
Initially, Rodriguez had 
been upset with the notion of 
giving birth, considering her 
responsibilities and promises as 
a sister of the Catholic Church. 
“I can’t give birth, I am a nun,” 
Rodriguez reportedly said to 
doctors.
She named the boy 
Francesco, in honour of the 
chosen name selected by the 
current pontiff, Pope Francis. 
Reports from the hospital 
indicate that the infant is 
healthy considering the lack 
of screenings and medical 
follow-ups that routinely take 
place throughout a woman’s 
pregnancy. 
Father Benedetto Falcetti, 
of a church near Little Disciples 
of Jesus, said the father is 
an “old flame,” and that 
“[everything] happened last 
spring, around March or April 
time when she was back in El 
Salvador to get her passport 
renewed.”
This will likely pose a 
problem for Rodriguez in terms 
of her being a member of the 
convent. She became a nun in 
September 2012, but will now 
likely have to give that up to 
care for her son. Nuns, like 
members of the Catholic clergy, 
are required by Canon law to 
remain celibate. 
Rodriguez reportedly told 
her social worker that she will 
gladly leave the convent to take 
care of her son. “I will definitely 
take care of my baby because he 
is a gift of God,” said Rodriguez. 
“However I am very worried 
about the commotion that this 
has stirred up.” 
When asked how she was 
feeling, Rodriguez replied that 
she “felt more like a mum than 
a nun.” 
Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio was elected in 
2013 as the 266th Catholic 
pontiff, replacing Benedict 
XVI who resigned. Before 
being introduced to the world, 
Bergoglio chose the regnal 
name Francesco, or Francis, and 
was the first of his predecessors 
to select the name. Pope 
Francis, a Jesuit from Argentina, 
has said that he chose his regnal 
name in honour of St. Francis of 
Assisi. 
Pope Francis himself has 
not spoken on the matter, but 
if his public statements and 
sermons are any indication, he 
might be feeling a bit conflicted: 
Pope Francis subscribes to the 
long-held view that members 
of the clergy should be 
celibate, and has stated “For 
the moment, I am in favour of 
maintaining celibacy.”
By the same token, Pope 
Francis’ views on the role of 
women in the Church might 
indicate that he would be 
inclined to allow Rodriguez to 
stay in the convent with her 
son. Additionally, as Archbishop 
of Buenos Aires, Pope Francis 
expressed sympathy for the 
children of unmarried mothers, 
as some priests refuse to baptize 
the children. He stated that 
such priests “drive God’s people 
away from salvation.”
“In our ecclesiastical region 
there are priests who don’t 
baptise the children of single 
mothers because they weren’t 
conceived in the sanctity of 
marriage,” the Pope has said. 
“These are today’s hypocrites.”
This odd and remote issue 
has the potential to put Catholic 
doctrine to the test. 
By www.telegraph.co.uk
Nun unaware of her own 
pregnancy gives birth to baby boy
 Healthy infant named after Pope Francis
Patrick Vailancourt
News Editor
 news
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In 2013, it was decided that funding originally allocated by the federal government to the Social Transfer for English 
Language Training (ELT) and English Language Services for 
Adults (ELSA) would instead be put up for a proposal bidding 
process. This means that about $20-million normally allocated 
to the provincial government for English as a Second Language 
(ESL) programs largely at post-secondary institutions is now 
opened up to private and community organizations as well.  
“What this means is that it’s $20-million that the federal 
government is not giving to BC to provide to public institutions 
to provide English Language Training,” says Tracy Ho, College 
Relations and Membership Outreach Coordinator at the 
Douglas Students’ Union (DSU).
The concern with post-secondary institutions such as 
Douglas College and Camosun College competing for funding 
with private institutions, says Ho, is the quality of the language 
training. With many students wanting to transfer to post-
secondary institutions to continue their education, there are 
concerns that many of the private institutions won’t provide 
proper accreditation. 
Vancouver Community College (VCC) is among the largest 
providers of ESL training in BC. VCC provided 46 per cent of the 
training in the program which allowed ESL students to study 
English tuition-free. 
Karen Shortt, president of the VCC faculty association, 
released a statement saying, “There are a significant number 
of immigrants who need much more than the skills attainable 
through ELSA if they are to contribute to BC’s economy to 
the fullest extent possible. However, since most colleges and 
universities focus on International Education, VCC stands out 
as by far the largest, most important provider of ESL training for 
immigrants.” 
There are growing concerns about the socio-economic 
impact of the cuts in funding. “If you separate ELT and take 
it out of the college community you’re really siloing the 
new immigrants into these little spaces where it’s just new 
immigrants,” says Ho. “Whereas if you provide ELT in a setting 
like a community college, they’re being integrated into an 
environment where they can make connections with students 
that maybe have grown up here.” 
Last week, Douglas College’s vice-president of academic and 
provost Kathy Denton stated in an Education Council meeting 
that there is no news in terms of whether or not Douglas College 
has received the funding. 
“If there’s no funding, there is a potential for loss for faculty 
and staff and obviously the program won’t exist for students at 
Douglas College anymore. So that’s a huge problem,” stated Ho. 
Douglas College is pairing with the Canadian Federation 
of Students and the Federation of Post-Secondary Educators to 
create a campaign lobbying the provincial government to fill the 
funding gap. Since BC is the last province to have these changes 
implemented, the DSU believes it would be very difficult to 
lobby “because they have already made sweeping changes across 
the country,” says Ho. 
“Some people have analyzed [the decision] as the federal 
government creating a system where private organizations 
can bid for this money, and some of the analysis is that it’s the 
federal government is in a way securing loyalties from certain 
immigrant communities,” says Ho. “For instance if there’s 
a large community organization out there that helps new 
immigrants settle and they get a big chunk of money from the 
federal government, it’s in a way trying to secure that loyalty 
to them. It’s securing new immigrants’ loyalty to this current 
government.”  
Federal government cuts 
English Language Training 
Program by $20-million
  Post-secondary institutions now compete 
for limited ESL program funding
Julia Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
Patrick Vailancourt
News Editor
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Of the many games that came out in 2013, several 
of them featured crucial female 
characters, such as BioShock 
Infinite’s 19-year-old Elizabeth 
(Courtnee Draper), The Last 
of Us’ 14-year-old Ellie (Ashley 
Johnson), and The Walking 
Dead’s seven- to nine-year-
old Clementine (Melissa 
Hutchison) in seasons one and 
two.
Each character shares some 
extremely important traits as 
personas and as characters that 
we, the player, have to invest 
in for well over 10 hours per 
character. For one, they are all 
escorts, which means the player 
is required to have them at their 
side for much of the game’s 
length. In past decades, the 
concept of an escort in video 
games had been an absolute 
nightmare. Previous games 
didn’t just make you walk 
around with various characters; 
they forced you to protect 
them from everything their 
designated game had to throw 
at them and you. Hours were 
wasted in order to keep often 
uninteresting if not terrible 
non-player characters from 
dying. The idea was that you 
were putting effort into caring 
about them, but they were a 
nuisance when all you wanted 
was to beat the game.
What’s special about 
Elizabeth, Ellie, and Clementine 
is that, through fantastic 
writing, the player legitimately 
cares about them. They are 
all developed, intriguing, and 
simply wonderful characters 
the player genuinely becomes 
attached to. Furthermore, they 
actually contribute to helping 
the player throughout their 
respective games: Elizabeth 
collects materials for you, Ellie 
fights and kills by your side, 
and Clementine seeks and finds 
many paths to get you out of 
dire situations.
What perhaps makes them 
even better is that they are 
all different. Most different is 
Elizabeth, who is not unlike 
the hopeful, wide-eyed, Disney 
princess—which I feel, in her 
case, is a good thing. Ellie 
and Clementine share some 
similarities in being children 
of the apocalypse, both being 
as tough and brave as they can 
be to impress their caretakers 
(the player); but whereas Ellie is 
old enough to crack a dirty joke 
or an awful pun, Clementine is 
still a little girl who is not yet 
hardened from just how evil 
the world can be. They all have 
their own reasons for causing 
the player to care about and 
love them, but what matters is 
that this bond the player forms 
is shared amongst hundreds of 
actual people.
But, while there are a lot 
of positives about our three 
heroines, they all come with 
the exact same, larger-scale 
problem. Elizabeth, Ellie, and 
Clementine, all of whom are 
difficult not to love, are still 
merely sidekicks. To be fair, in 
season two of Walking Dead, 
Clementine is the protagonist 
(which I think is the greatest 
design decision anyone has 
ever made), but for now I’m 
looking at season one. Yes, 
these three females are the 
centres of their respective 
games and stories. However, in 
each game, you are playing an 
older man—BioShock Infinite’s 
Booker DeWitt and Last of Us’ 
Joel (both Troy Baker) as well as 
Walking Dead’s Lee Everett—
who protects the women and 
escorts them to safety. There 
may be less of an in-game 
threat to the females, but the 
setup remains the same. They 
all have their own reasons for 
taking on the role of guardian, 
and they are also very different 
characters, but the fact is you 
are playing as men, aided by 
helpful women.
That said, I still think all 
three games are amazing in 
their own right, and this is 
largely because of the excellent 
stories and characterizations. 
The strong females don’t end 
at just the leads either—each 
game has several interesting, 
likeable female characters 
as well as unlikeable female 
characters, especially in 
Walking Dead’s case. What’s 
important about these 
unlikable females is that they 
are not unlikeable because of 
their gender, but rather that 
they are terrible people, which 
is an actual issue not often 
tackled.
I’m not going to pretend that 
in 2013 games like Grand Theft 
Auto V didn’t desecrate female 
characters as an ultimate goal 
in their games (I’m strictly 
referring to the disturbing 
stripping sequences). But if 
BioShock Infinite, Last of Us, 
and Walking Dead taught me 
anything, it’s that, for the first 
time as a female gamer, I felt 
like women—good or evil—
could be fairly represented in 
multiple games. And those 
three being the critically 
acclaimed blockbusters that 
they were (all three garnered 
various “Game of the Year” 
awards), I feel we’re going to 
see a lot more faithfully created 
female characters in the future.
Elizabeth of Bioshock Infinite (TOP), Ellie of The Last of Us (MIDDLE), 
and Clementine of The Walking Dead (BOTTOM) // By  IGN.com
Angela Espinoza 
Contributor
Under the Feminist Microscope: 
Female characters in video games
 Small step or giant leap for females in 2013?
What’s special about Elizabeth, 
Ellie, and Clementine is that, 
through fantastic writing, the player 
legitimately cares about them. They 
are all developed, intriguing, and 
simply wonderful characters the 
player genuinely becomes attached to. 
Furthermore, they actually contribute 
to helping the player throughout their 
respective games…
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In the fast-paced world of Hollywood, stars are 
chewed up and spit back out 
on a weekly basis, unless you 
manage to twerk on a foam 
finger or dangle your infant 
from a hotel window. American 
Idol is the addictive show that 
gives ordinary people a claim to 
fame.
However, some of the 
winners seem to take the 
American Idol crown but burn 
out shortly after their poorly 
written sentimental single 
hits iTunes. You’re probably 
thinking, what happened to 
them?
As predicted, some have 
soared to international fame, 
and others have fallen off the 
face of the earth. Here are the 
good, bad and the ugly updates 
of life post-Idol.
Season 1 – Kelly Clarkson
Kelly is the prodigal child of 
the American Idol family. This 
girl has given me some of my 
favourite shower ballads. Her 
powerful voice has produced 
chart-topping albums since 
2002, three of them multi-
platinum. Kelly is still going 
strong and is currently teaming 
up with Maroon 5 for the 2013 
Honda Civic tour.
Season 2 – Ruben Studdard
We really haven’t heard 
much from large-and-in-charge 
Ruben since his Grammy 
nomination back in 2003. 
However, if you’ve been missing 
him, you can find him getting 
verbally abused by Jillain 
Michaels on this season of 
the reality weight loss show, 
The Biggest Loser. Run, Ruben, 
run!
Season 3 – Fantasia Barrino
Although her R&B tones 
didn’t debut on the pop charts, 
Fantasia has received eight 
Grammy nominations. She hit 
Broadway post-win to perform 
in The Color Purple and is 
guest starring this year in the 
Broadway production After 
Midnight.
Season 4 – Carrie Underwood
Another wonderful gift 
given to the world by American 
Idol, Carrie has been topping 
the country charts since 
her win in 2005. Recently 
wrapping up her 2013 Blown 
Away tour in June, Carrie took 
on the role of Maria in the 
classic musical, The Sound of 
Music, which aired on NBC in 
December.
Season 5 – Taylor Hicks
We all loved his Clooney-
esque look and those funky 
dance moves. Memorable? 
Yes. Sustainable? Not quite.  
His bluesy tunes never quite 
made mainstream charts and 
after a few appearances on and 
off Broadway, good old Hicks 
settled for a comfortable spot 
performing at the hotel/casino 
Paris Las Vegas in January 2013.
Season 6 – Jordin Sparks
This beauty sang out some 
of my favorite high school 
heartbreak songs. If you say 
you’ve never sung No Air into a 
hairbrush at some point, you’re 
lying. Sparks has managed to 
stay in the spotlight through 
her adorable relationship with 
pop star Jason Derulo. She also 
announced this year that after 
a four-year hiatus, she will 
be returning to the industry. 
She released her latest pop 
single, ”Skipping a Beat,” in 
August 2013, which is now 
available on iTunes.
Season 7 – David Cook
I had to rack my brains to 
remember this guy. However, I 
quickly recalled the memory of 
bawling my eyes out after David 
Archuleta (drool) lost to him. 
He managed to tour for a bit, 
then signed an endorsement 
deal with the shoe company, 
Skechers, in 2009. He released 
a mediocre rock single, “Laying 
Me Low,” in April 2013. At least 
he has nice shoes.
Season 8 – Kris Allen
Kris who? Oh yeah, that 
guy that won instead of Adam 
Lambert! He released a generic 
pop single last year, but that’s 
about it for Kris. Sorry, dude, at 
least you got your 15 minutes. 
Maybe call Adam and see if he 
needs an opening act.
Season 9 – Lee DeWyze
Another forgettable 
winner—even after Googling 
his image, it’s a struggle to 
recall him. Living the old news 
and burnout lifestyle, he toured 
a bit and managed to pump out 
a new singer-songwriter album 
called Frames in August 2013.
Season 10 – Scotty McCreary
Baby, lock them doors and 
turn the light down low! Scotty 
McCreary, one of my personal 
Idol faves, has been using those 
deep country chords to top 
charts as his first album went 
platinum in 2011. After touring 
with Brad Paisley in 2012, he’s 
currently headlining his own 
tour, Weekend Roadtrip.
Season 11- Phillip Phillips
That adorable face 
and raspy voice made his 
post-Idol single, “Home,” a 
phenomenal hit.  The song 
managed to be the theme 
for a variety of commercials, 
including promotions for the 
Olympics. He was nominated 
for the 2013 New Artist of the 
Year at the American Music 
Awards. Currently touring 
as the opening act for John 
Mayer, Phillip Phillips is still 
maintaining his stardom.
Season 12 – Candice Glover
Power to this girl—after 
two previously unsuccessful 
auditions, she finally managed 
to finally obtain idol glory. 
Celebrity judges Nicki Minaj 
and Mariah Carey managed to 
steal her spotlight last season 
but she’s been holding her 
own lately. Her album Music 
Speaks took fourth on 
iTunes, even beating out 
Drake’s Nothing was the Same.
Life after American Idol
 Where are they now?
Even though it’s been two years since the BBC’s 
modern-day revival of Sherlock 
concluded its second season, 
the fan base has never been 
stronger as season three 
premieres this January, 
hopefully giving fans at least a 
few of the answers they’ve been 
looking for.
The show was created 
by Doctor Who show-runner 
Steven Moffat and stars 
Benedict Cumberbatch (Star 
Trek into Darkness) as Sherlock 
Holmes and Martin Freeman 
(The Hobbit) as Dr. Watson. 
The first season aired in 2010, 
ending with a shocking cliff-
hanger that picked up where 
it left off in the second season 
in 2012. The third season also 
airs two years later—except this 
time the show acknowledges 
the long hiatus by explaining 
what Sherlock did for the last 
two years without Watson in 
his life.
Each season consists of 
three 90-minute episodes, so 
the show is more like a trilogy 
of movies than a standard 
22-episode TV show. Season 
three, or “series three” as it’s 
referred to in the UK, aired 
from January 1-14, but Canadian 
and American audiences had 
to wait until January 19 before 
their favourite detective was 
back on the air on PBS. The 
final episode is on February 2.
Here is a quick recap of the 
season to prepare you for the 
finale:
Episode one, “The Empty 
Hearse,” sees the return 
of Sherlock to society. An 
emotional and hilarious 
public reunion with Watson 
occurs when Sherlock tries to 
“surprise” him with his return. 
Sherlock and Watson struggle 
to become friends again during 
the episode, but set aside their 
differences to solve a mystery 
together. A couple of new 
characters are introduced, 
including Watson’s fiancée, 
Mary (played by Freeman’s 
partner, Amanda Abbington), 
and the show’s next villain. 
Answers to the characters’ pasts 
are revealed and a few new 
questions are raised. A couple 
of the scenes that are mostly 
humorous in nature seem 
designed for the fans to gush 
over, such as the Empty Hearse 
club that features Sherlock-
obsessed characters who mirror 
fans of the show. It’s definitely a 
great welcome back after a long 
two years of waiting, both to the 
show’s characters and its fans.
Episode two, “The Sign 
of Three,” is the light-hearted 
episode of the season. There’s 
character development and lots 
of chemistry between Watson 
and Sherlock. The main plot 
takes place over one day—John 
and Mary’s wedding day—but 
there are also lots of lengthy 
flashbacks, which include 
recounts of previous mysteries. 
Sherlock’s important—and 
in many scenes, hilarious—
character development is shown 
and it all makes for a rather 
touching episode. Although 
the plot may be a bit weak—
much like the second episodes 
in seasons one and two—it 
leaves the viewer with enough 
questions to want to know 
what’s in store for the finale.
What to expect is that 
episode three, “His Last Vow,” 
will be a complex, dark, and 
astounding finale. It’s hard to 
describe without spoilers, but 
it wraps the season up nicely 
while at the same time leaving 
the viewer wanting more 
and desperately begging for 
season four. It answers most 
of the questions raised in the 
season, while also raising some 
mysteries for viewers to ponder 
over until next season.
Season three of Sherlock 
will leave both new and old fans 
alike begging for more. The 
complex and superb writing, 
along with the schedules 
of A-List actors and writers 
prevent the series from airing 
frequently—hence the two-
year hiatuses. However, it’s 
hopeful and likely that we’ll 
see the confirmed series four in 
less than two years this time, 
especially with the show’s 
explosive popularity. It’s truly a 
pleasure to see the inhabitants 
of 221B Baker Street return.
Did you miss him?
 BBC’s ‘Sherlock’ returns for series three
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Jaclyn Brown, 
The Sputnik
American Idol 
kicked off its 13th 
season on 
January 15.
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Back in 2012, the Assassin’s Creed series broke new 
ground with Assassin’s Creed 
III. Ubisoft also released a PS 
Vita version with a story that 
ties in called Assassin’s Creed 
III: Liberation. Finally, after 
just over a year, Ubisoft has re-
released Liberation on the PS3 
in beautiful HD.
This game takes place in 
Louisiana between 1760 and 
1777 and is about a French-
African woman named Aveline 
de Grandpré. Her mother 
abandons her when she’s very 
young and she ends up with 
a rich white family in New 
Orleans. Fast forward 15 years 
and she is now an assassin of 
the brotherhood, mentored by 
a guy named Agate. She is then 
tasked with killing the French 
Governor Jean-Jacques Blaise 
d’Abbadie. In his mansion, 
Aveline uncovers a sinister plot 
from the Templars, the main 
antagonist in the Assassin’s 
Creed series who takes her on a 
journey that will change her life 
forever.
I like that this is the only 
Assassin’s Creed game that has a 
female protagonist.
Unfortunately, the story is 
the only good thing about this 
game. Because it’s been ported 
from the PS Vita, the graphics 
are bad, the voice acting is 
atrocious, and the combat is the 
same but watered down to fit 
the Vita. There are still a lot of 
collectibles, all of them easy to 
find.
To be honest, I only played 
this game because I’m a big 
fan of the entire series. If you 
have enjoyed every game in 
this series, think of Liberation 
as a watered-down version of 
Assassin’s Creed III.
Syfy, while not usually known for scientifically accurate 
productions (Sharknado, 
anyone?), has taken on a 
production that looks at 
the science behind just how 
dangerous it is to mess with 
human genetics.
Set at a science base in the 
Arctic, Helix follows the story 
of a team of doctors from the 
Center for Disease Control who 
race against time to find a cure 
for a disease that’s turning the 
infected people at the base 
into decaying zombies with 
superhuman strength and 
speed. The team eventually 
discovers the virus is the result 
of experiments in human 
genetics. Each episode follows 
a day in the life at the base, 
covering almost two weeks 
of the virus’s impact in the 
season’s 13 episodes.
While the show may 
appear like a horror movie at 
first, it quickly shifts into a 
science-procedural storyline 
that focusses on the doctors 
explaining their procedures and 
preparing tests for the virus and 
possible cures. This is a show 
that clearly has a lot of thought 
and scientific knowledge put 
into it.
Produced by Battlestar 
Galactica’s Ronald D Moore, the 
show has a distinct emphasis 
on human relationships and 
how the characters interact with 
each other after the discovery of 
the disease: some put on a brave 
front, others break down, and 
some go to great lengths to keep 
the virus a secret by turning 
into killers overnight.
Helix stars Billy Campbell 
(from Syfy’s The 4400) as Alan 
Farragut, the lead doctor; 
Hiroyuki Sanada (from The 
Wolverine) as Hiroshi Hatake, 
the scientist in charge of the 
base; and Montreal native 
Jordan Hayes (from House at 
the End of the Street) as Sarah 
Jordan, a 26-year-old scientist 
with a secret. One of the best 
parts of the show is Catherine 
Lemieux’s character, the 
plain-looking scientist Doreen 
Boyle, who shows that not all 
scientists have to be pretty on 
TV—especially since real-life 
scientists usually aren’t tall, 
skinny ladies with perfect hair.
But don’t get too attached 
to any favourite characters. 
To mirror what would really 
happen if a deadly unknown 
disease broke out, Helix doesn’t 
show any consideration to its 
main characters and any of 
them could die in any episode. 
To avoid spoilers on who lives 
and dies, try to steer clear 
of websites like the show’s 
Wikipedia page or IMDB listing, 
which show how many episodes 
an actor stars in.
The one downside to the 
show is it has a few too many 
clichés, such as Farragut’s 
brother being the infected 
patient and the reason he has 
to go on the mission, or the love 
triangles between Farragut, 
his ex-wife, his brother, his 
assistant, and Hatake. However, 
the one cliché the show’s 
creator, Cameron Porsandeh, 
promised wouldn’t happen 
was using flashbacks to tell the 
character’s backstories. Instead 
the show makes use of the 
hallucinations that the disease 
causes to make characters 
reveal their pasts.
Helix airs Fridays on 
Showcase in Canada. Episode 
five airs on January 31, which 
means the stakes are getting 
higher, the body count is rising, 
and some really intense action 
is just about to start.
Science gets scary in new Syfy series
 ‘Helix’ review
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Screenshot from Hotline Miami // By Ryan Volkman
Screenshot from Ubisoft’s 
Assassin’s Creed III: Liberation 
By www.eurogamer.net
Hotline Miami is a two-dimensional 
action video game 
that lets you play as an 
unnamed hit man who 
shoots his way through 
22 levels full of blood-
soaked mobster killing 
and boss battles. For 
those of you who are 
looking to remember 
the simpler days of 
video games, then this 
’80s-inspired game is for 
you.
The game is available to 
download through Steam 
and GOG.com (formerly 
Good Old Games) for 
Windows and Mac. It 
begins with a phone call 
from an unknown client 
to “eliminate” Russian 
gangsters. Next thing you 
know you’re off hunting 
down your new targets 
to the tune of an ’80s 
soundtrack.
There are no life bars 
or health meters in Hotline 
Miami, so if you take a bullet 
you’re going to get killed 
in a very gory, messy way. 
Conveniently, the mobsters 
are also killed in a single hit. 
Checkpoints are relatively 
common, so your character 
instantly re-spawns after a 
failed attempt.
The game features 
simple, intuitive controls: 
the left mouse button is 
for an attack and the right 
mouse button is for picking 
weapons off the floor or 
throwing them away if they 
aren’t needed. You can even 
fling guns at unsuspecting 
enemies, rendering them 
unconscious.
However, there are 
cumbersome boss battles 
that slow down the game 
play considerably. They are 
like puzzles that need to be 
solved rather than heart-
pounding action. But the 
rest is pure adrenaline in 
those levels and makes it all 
worth it.
Unfortunately, the game 
ends too soon with only 22 
levels. If you were hoping 
for a level editor to give you 
more to do, there isn’t one of 
any kind in Hotline Miami. 
Instead, you can replay the 
same levels repeatedly to 
gain a higher score.
Hotline Miami has 
received a lot of praise 
since its release—including 
a Metacritic rating of 
87/100—and it’s easy to see 
why: it’s just fun to play! I’d 
recommend this game to 
anyone who’s looking for a 
chill time with some laid-
back graphics, great music, 
and an entertaining break 
from reality.
Ryan Volkman
Contributor
Indie Analysis: 
‘80s-inspired graphics make 
shoot-‘em-up video game a hit
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
Steven’s Man-Cave: 
Who said there were 
no female assassins?
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 A review of the Oscar-nominee for Best Picture ‘Her’
SACKVILLE (CUP) — EM 
Forster said to “only connect,” 
but how far did he expect us 
to carry that? Spike Jonze, 
the director of Being John 
Malkovich and Adaptation, 
answers with Her, arguably the 
best film of 2013. In the age of 
blockbusters and sequels, here 
is a movie so original that it 
surprised me as much in its last 
30 minutes as it did in its first.
Jonze’s latest work concerns 
itself with Theodore Twombly 
(Joaquin Phoenix), a writer for 
BeautifulHandwrittenLetters.
com. He has an immense knack 
for what he does simply because 
he, like Jonze (who also scripted 
the film), has a keen eye for 
human nature.
Twombly is a lonely man, 
and much like Jack Lemmon 
in The Apartment, when left to 
his own devices, his thoughts 
linger on how he longs for more 
connection with those around 
him. This is a Spike Jonze 
script, though, and he doesn’t 
explore just the longing most 
of us encounter at one point or 
another. He asks the questions 
“How can one approach 
relationships differently?” 
and “How does one process 
heartbreak?”
Phoenix has exceeded 
expectations with the 
astounding variety of work he’s 
done, from Gladiator to Walk 
the Line to The Master, but 
nothing he’s done approaches 
his performance here. He is 
flawlessly endearing and just 
subtle enough when delivering 
the lines to channel his deepest, 
most tender meditations on 
love. Most actors I can think of 
would see such raw dialogue 
and be unable to resist the 
temptation of playing them 
up; however, that would result 
only in contrived melodrama. 
Phoenix wisely maintains the 
right amount of restraint that 
his very introverted character 
requires.
Scarlett Johansson voices 
Samantha, an operating system 
whom Twombly develops a 
relationship with. More than 
holding her own, Johansson 
gives the best, most nuanced 
vocal performance I’ve ever 
heard, though unsurprising on 
the whole, the fact that neither 
she nor Phoenix received Oscar 
nominations for their work here 
is nothing short of highway 
robbery. 
Working with cinematographer 
Hoyte van Hoytema (The 
Fighter, Tinker Tailor Soldier 
Spy), Jonze bathes his quasi-
futuristic Los Angeles scape 
with warm, serene light; it 
seeps from the screen like an 
embrace. Quebec’s Arcade Fire 
scored the film with music that 
never distracts, instead dancing 
gracefully alongside its poetic 
settings.
Her is a movie that 
examines love in a way we’ve 
never seen before, but it’s also 
one of the funniest of the year. 
Jonze throws one original 
concept after another into his 
film. For instance, early on in 
the film, Twombly is playing 
an interactive video game that 
requires him to more or less 
“play along” with the game’s 
character in order to move 
forward. Have we ever thought 
of video games in such a way? 
Jonze explores this possibility as 
well as a dozen others in Her.
Whether or not we find 
these concepts intriguing, 
confusing, off-putting, honest, 
or forward-thinking, we can 
at least admire Jonze’s ability 
to move through them with 
such mastery that it seems 
effortlessly achieved. That is a 
mark of a great filmmaker.
Saga // By Fionna Staples (Tumblr)
Still of Joaquin Phoenix from Her // By www.nerdacy.com
 ‘Saga, Vol. 1’ review
Saga definitely lives up to its name. Described as a space opera, this graphic novel incorporates the technology 
of science fiction, the magic of fantasy, and the hilarity 
of good old-fashioned romantic comedies. The art and 
writing blend perfectly to create the Holy Grail of nerd 
obsession, be you a Trekkie or Tolkienite.
Written by Brian Vaughan, Saga begins with the birth 
of Hazel, an alien hybrid whose parents are in a Romeo 
and Juliet-situation: they’re on the run from both their 
planets, which happen to be at war with one another. 
The series follows Alana, a winged humanoid from the 
technology-obsessed Landfall, and Marko, a ram-horned 
man from the magic-wielding Wreath. After meeting in 
prison, the pair escapes and conceives a child, Hazel, who 
they must keep hidden from both their worlds despite 
being chased by mercenaries hired to find and separate 
the new family.
Fiona Staples, whose previous works include 
Mystery Society and Proof, continues with her signature 
art style of heavy inks. Her use of bold colours with 
the Landfallians and more muted earth tones for the 
Wreathers accentuates the differences between the two 
warring societies while still looking cohesive for the book 
as a whole. 
Saga has won many awards and the reasons why are 
obvious: its broad appeal to so many different fan bases, 
as well as the amazing art and engaging plot make this a 
highly recommended graphic novel for anyone looking to 
cater to all of their nerdy needs.
Comic Corner: 
An extraterrestrial 
love story
Brittney MacDonald
Senior Columnist
Finding a real connection 
in the modern age
Austin Landry, 
The Argosy
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At Kwantlen Polytechnic University, students hoping 
to learn the art of brewing beer 
can hop to it with a new two-
year diploma program.
They’ll get to learn brewing 
techniques, science, and 
business skills to help them 
barrel into the beer industry.
While craft brewing has 
been booming across Canada 
for some time, there are scarcely 
any formal programs to teach 
would-be brewers the ropes. 
The first such program opened 
at Niagara College in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Ontario in 2005, 
and in 2013 they partnered 
with Olds College to offer the 
program elsewhere in Canada. 
Outside of these programs, beer 
aficionados often learned the 
trade through home brewing 
clubs and other informal 
avenues. Others have gone 
abroad to the countries like the 
US or Germany where programs 
have existed for some time.
Rather than tending to 
carboys in their bathtubs, 
Kwantlen brewing students will 
get to use a newly constructed 
brewing lab at the school’s 
Langley campus. They’ll also get 
work placements at local craft 
breweries in summer.
There are 35 spaces in 
the program, which starts in 
September.
But as this one door for 
fledgling BC brewers opens, 
another is closing. At UBC, 
some have been angling for a 
student-run brewery, but their 
hopes recently came to a halt 
when a referendum to fund the 
project was rejected by UBC’s 
Alma Mater Society (AMS)—the 
school’s student union.
The initial plan was to put 
the brewery in the new AMS-
run SUB building, which is 
currently being constructed. 
The plan was for beer from the 
brewery to be sold at the pub 
and restaurant inside the SUB, 
too. But student society finances 
have been tight in recent years, 
and the project was repeatedly 
tabled to a later point.
The new SUB brewery 
proposal had a deadline, 
though, as building the facility 
would’ve required changes 
to the already-in-motion 
construction plans for the 
building. As an alternative, 
brewery supporters proposed 
building it at the UBC farm 
instead. But the AMS refused to 
give any of their existing funds 
to the project.
Supporters then floated 
the idea of getting students to 
pay a small fee—from $2.50 to 
$7 over a number of years—to 
fund the brewery. But many 
of the program’s strongest 
proponents have graduated 
since the first proposal, and 
the AMS had been questioning 
whether a student-society-run 
brewery would be able to run as 
a profitable business. A vote to 
put the student fee proposal on 
a school-wide referendum ballot 
took place last in early-January, 
and AMS council voted against 
it.
In the interior of the 
province Thompson Rivers 
University is in the exploratory 
phase of putting together an 
educational brewery on campus 
with a local master brewer.
The status of breweries on campus
 Brewing program launches at Kwantlen, 
student-run brewery a no-go at UBC
Aidan Mouellic
Staff Writer
Sophie Isbister
Life & Style Editor
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Even if you don’t know what it is, you’ve probably seen 
it. That post that usually reads 
something like, “I just can’t 
believe a person would do that.” 
The vaguebook status can 
range from the short—such as a 
simple “ugh!”—to the long—for 
example, “Don’t you just hate it 
when certain people steal stuff 
from you and then act all like it 
was theirs to begin with? SMH.” 
(SMH, or “shaking my head,” 
is the hallmark of a serious 
vaguebook.)
UrbanDictionary.com’s top 
definition for this annoying 
practice describes it as “An 
intentionally vague Facebook 
status update that prompts 
friends to ask what’s going on, 
or is possibly a cry for help.” 
Vaguebookers put a feeling out 
there, with no real information 
to go with it. And depending on 
your age group or the maturity 
level of your social network, your 
Facebook News Feed might just 
be flooded with such updates—
updates that aggravate the 
crotchety and inspire concern in 
the caring.
Vaguebooking can be 
particularly annoying because it 
piques your curiosity, sometimes 
making you feel like an invasive 
jerk for wanting to know more. 
You also don’t necessarily want to 
get involved with someone who 
is a 100 per cent drama shitshow, 
as vaguebookers tend to be. 
But sometimes the lure of a 
successful vaguebook is enough 
to send even the most stoic of 
friends to Facebook Messenger 
to send a well-meaning, “Hey, 
what’s going on?”
Nobody should be 
faulted for caring about their 
friends, but that’s exactly what 
vaguebooking does: it makes 
you care, just to be let down if 
the drama is boring, or worse, if 
the vaguebooker continues to be 
vague when prodded for details. 
If your situation looks like the 
latter case, then it could be that 
the vaguebooker is truly just an 
attention seeker; either that, 
or they don’t feel comfortable 
talking to you. This is why I 
propose two rules when deciding 
to engage with a vaguebooker.
First, only engage if they’re 
a friend who you would usually 
confide in, or who would 
confide in you. This way you 
can reasonably assume that 
your caring efforts will not go to 
waste. 
My second rule is to avoid 
chronic vaguebookers. Some 
people genuinely like interacting 
with cryptic, attention-seeking 
statuses. If you’re not one of 
those people, then stay above 
the fray (unless, as per rule one, 
they are a good friend). Let the 
people who enjoy vaguebooking 
wallow in their vaguebookness. 
If it seems really juicy, maybe 
check the post later: sometimes 
a vague status can implode and 
become a truly entertaining 
public smear-fest. 
Facebook is all about 
social voyeurism, and passive 
aggressively vague status 
updates illustrate this aspect 
of social media perfectly. 
Vaguebookers are putting 
themselves out there, and 
seeking validation: it’s up to you 
to decide whether you want to 
hide their updates altogether, 
lurk silently, or engage with the 
culprit, thus enabling them 
further.
 Facebook Files: Vaguebooking
 What is it, why people do it, and how to avoid it
Nobody should 
be faulted for 
caring about 
their friends, 
but that’s 
exactly what 
vaguebooking 
does: it makes 
you care, just to 
be let down if the 
drama is boring, 
or worse, if the 
vaguebooker 
continues to 
be vague when 
prodded for 
details.
Laura Rodgers, 
(CUP BC Bureau Chief)
One’s spam folder can be an unintended source of hilarity. Combining levity with filth, 
incomprehensible sentence structures with often 
completely made-up words, spam email subject lines 
are designed to slip past your filters and seem legit 
enough for you to fall for their scams. If you know 
how to protect yourself, spam is just there to make 
you laugh. The following are taken from my spam 
folder, plus the spam folder of a secret source. 
1. Fashion lady bag (Newest item)
2. fissility 
3. Call for my attention tonight, tell me about your
    further desires and let your friends be jealous
4. There should be no place for impotence in a man’s
    life due to the medicine
5. Whisper my name, say what you want and we’ll 
    dirty the night
6. NATIONALE POSTCODE LOTTERY
7. “I wish you to be healthy.”
8. American: hurry up and get what you need 
    TWICE CHEAPER! 
9. Considerate services from H&C Stone away 
10. Reply ASAP
10 best subject lines taken 
from my spam folder
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Fast fashion really makes my world go round. And 
it’s not just me: many other 
economically minded guys 
or gals who also want to look 
great flock to stores like 
Forever 21, H&M, Zara, and 
Urban Behaviour. These mall 
destination stores are bursting 
at the seams with ready-to-wear 
clothes that are so on-trend they 
are sometimes literally stolen 
from high-end designers. Plus, 
you can usually put together 
a complete look for under a 
hundred bucks. What’s not to 
love?
Actually, there’s a whole lot 
not to love about fast fashion. 
The real cost of that $6-zipper 
skirt could be the workplace 
safety of people who work 
overseas in the garment industry 
making those clothes. And it 
seems like on some level we all 
know that. However conscious 
we are of it, we must suspect 
that foul play is involved when it 
comes to $2-tank tops.
So why the cognitive 
dissonance? Why don’t we take 
a stand and stop consuming fast 
fashion?
Because fast fashion, while 
creating problems in vulnerable 
developing nations, fixes a 
problem here that is uniquely 
faced by youth. 
Vancouver recently garnered 
some media attention for 
being ranked second most 
unaffordable city to live in. 
We also have appalling rates 
of youth unemployment; New 
Democratic Party MLA and 
advanced education critic David 
Eby stated in a press release 
January 17 that “Statistics 
Canada says that one in 10 BC 
youth between the ages of 15 and 
19 are not working or in school.”
The press release continues, 
“Shockingly, the rate of young 
people not working and not in 
school between the ages of 25 
and 29 is double that, at one in 
five.”
Youth unemployment 
remains high, at 13 per cent, and 
Statistics Canada reports that 
the province lost 4,400 jobs in 
2013. Additionally, according 
to Eby more youth are seeking 
social services to stay alive. 
You might be wondering 
how that translates to cheap 
tank tops made in overseas 
factories. When things get tough 
for people, it’s difficult to look 
past our own problems and see 
other problems as more urgent. 
Youth in BC are burdened 
with debt, underemployed (if 
employed at all), and struggling 
to make it. Having a fresh outfit 
at a job interview could be what 
lands you that job (any job). And 
investing in a six-pack of shiny 
earrings for just shy of $3 could 
be the shining light in a day 
otherwise full of drudgery. 
Fast fashion. Its cheapness 
and poor quality make it a guilty 
pleasure to begin with, but the 
knowledge of who is suffering 
behind the scenes makes it even 
more so. But people have come 
to expect their cheap togs—
and until youth have a higher 
earning potential and society 
values locally and ethically made 
products, fast fashion isn’t going 
anywhere.
But maybe we should think 
twice next time we waltz into an 
everything-for-$5 sale.
If Vancouver’s nightlife is getting too boring for you, 
you simply haven’t checked 
out the tantalizing burlesque 
performances and classes 
happening almost on the daily. 
I was lucky enough to attend a 
recent class with Vancouver’s 
gem, burlesque star Lola Frost 
at the Vancouver Burlesque 
Centre. The class was filled with 
women of all shapes, sizes, and 
occupations. After asking for 
a few quotes from my fellow 
dancers I found a few were 
reluctant to comment because 
of their occupations—but 
instructor and burlesque babe 
extraordinaire Lola Frost wasn’t 
hiding anything. 
At about 1 a.m. after her 
usual Thursday performance 
at the Keefer Bar in Chinatown 
she was kind enough to return 
my call. We began by discussing 
her start as a burlesque dancer. 
“I started doing burlesque in 
the summer of 2006. I’ve always 
wanted to do it since I was little.” 
After attending a few shows, 
she went up to the producer 
and told him she was interested 
in dancing. “He said ‘Oh yeah, 
we’ll put you on stage,’” recalls 
Lola. “I was like ‘Cool, is there 
an audition?’ He’s like ‘Nope. 
You just seem like you got what 
it takes.’ That’s not the way it 
happens any more, let me tell 
you!”
Vancouver’s interest in 
burlesque has piqued in the 
last five or so years, and the 
city currently prides itself on 
having weekly shows, and 
classes almost every day. “Our 
community grows all the time 
and we actually have quite a big 
one for a city of our size. I just 
came back from New York and 
there are three or four shows a 
night there! But they’re a city of 
nine million people; we’re a city 
of 600,000 so it’s a little bit of 
a different market there,” says 
Lola. 
Although the stigma of 
an elementary school teacher 
baring all for an audience of 
50 plus is still there, with such 
a wide-spread base of fans 
and participants this global 
phenomenon may be changing 
its image. “It’s hard to watch 
us on stage beaming with joy 
and be offended by it,” explains 
Lola. “Sex is one of the oldest 
conversations and one of the 
newest conversations that we’re 
ever going to have.” 
When I told my mother I 
was attending a class she said 
“Great, one step away from 
stripping.” Someone recently 
gave me a great analogy to do 
with this: people project their 
fantasies onto strippers, while 
in burlesque the audience 
is a vessel upon which to 
showcase your fantasies. Not 
that there’s anything wrong 
with stripping (mom), however 
I feel the general culture 
around burlesque is more 
empowering—at least in relation 
to men and women (for now). 
Lola elaborates: “It’s primarily 
female-focussed, which not a 
lot of art forms are. [Not many 
art forms] show women in their 
mostly undressed form in public 
with it being celebrated. So 
that’s a really important thing.”
From my experience, 
burlesque is an art form that 
serves as a way to get past rigid 
social stigmas, and most of 
all it is a fantastic way to have 
fun. “I think it gives [people] 
an alternate view of dance and 
sensuality and performance and 
body-ownership that you can’t 
really find in a lot of different art 
forms. It’s very inclusive not only 
with body, but gender and style,” 
says Lola. “For instance in ballet, 
you do ballet steps [but] in 
burlesque you can be anything. 
You can be funny or you can be 
sassy and you really get to be 
yourself, so I think that’s very 
attractive.” 
For those who are confident 
and curious enough to try it, 
the form is very accessible. “You 
really can take a couple classes 
and get up on stage to try it out,” 
says Lola. 
As far as Lola’s journey, she 
has recently been to Las Vegas 
and was second runner-up at 
the Burlesque Hall of Fame 
Weekend. She’s now steadily 
performing and teaching 
burlesque as a full-time artist. 
“What I thought would just be 
some fun dancing around and 
throwing my costumes off my 
body turned into a very deep 
self-exploration and a very deep 
connection with my femininity 
and with my artistic abilities.”
T-and-A the old-fashioned way!
 An interview with Lola Frost gives insight into Vancouver’s Burlesque scene
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Fast fashion social problems: BOGO event on now
 And no end in sight
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By Natalie Serafini, Assistant EditorTill death (or debt, desire, dishonesty, 
irreconcilable dierences…) do us part
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We’re all young adults here. For many of us, marriage 
ain’t on our minds and our minds 
ain’t on marriage. There’s no 
need to worry about a spouse, 
picket fence, or 2.5 kids when our 
lives are happily and solidly in 
the now—the future’s for another 
time, when the unencumbered 
20-something lifestyle becomes 
tired and stale.
Still, our romantic 
entanglements are, to a degree, 
moulded by the potential 
possibility of marriage. Even 
something as little as “He/
she doesn’t wash their dishes 
immediately after eating!” can 
be grounds for the end of a 
relationship, if set against the 
Dirty Dishes Till Death Do Us 
Part marriage standard. Quite 
apart from Seinfeld’s immortal 
query about a lifelong sentence 
to uneven eyebrows, there 
are questions about religion, 
politics, how many children 
both partners want (if any), 
compatibility, division of labour, 
ability to communicate… the list 
goes on. Marriage is a daunting 
prospect, and divorce doesn’t do 
much to soften the blow—not 
that it should.
Many of us millennials grew 
up in breaking and broken up 
homes, or at least witnessed the 
bouncy-ball-lives of friends who 
were shuttled from one parent’s 
home to the other depending 
on the weekend. The Huffington 
Post reports that around 50 per 
cent of US marriages end in 
divorce, while Statistics Canada 
reported that in “2008, the 
divorce rate peaked after three 
years of marriage, when just over 
30 out of 1,000 marriages ended 
in divorce.” 
To a cynic, those numbers 
might not sound too bad; to 
an idealist, one divorce is a 
divorce too many. The question 
is, if you were in love and at the 
right point in your life, would 
marriage be worth the risk?
Marriage itself is an evolving 
whirligig of an institution 
compared to what it once was. 
Weddings are essentially the 
same, with virginal white and the 
exchanging of rings remaining 
pillars of the practice; when it 
comes to marriage, though, the 
conventions of yesteryear are so 
yesterday.
To start, the more developed 
the country, the later its citizens 
are marrying. That means that 
according to a 2011 report from 
Pew Research Center, the average 
marrying age is 26.9 for women 
and 29.8 for men.
The hackneyed expectations 
that wifey will stay at home to 
take care of the kids while hubby 
goes out and hunts down the 
bacon have changed. Whether 
either partner is stay-at-home, 
bring-home-the-bacon, or works 
part-time—and whether they 
have kids or not—has become a 
personal choice.
In Canada, a federal divorce 
law didn’t emerge until 1968 with 
the Divorce Act. Before that, 
there was a motley collection of 
laws in various provinces that 
regulated the partings of ways. 
Where grounds for divorce were 
previously limited to adultery, 
the Act allowed for mental 
and physical abuse, desertion, 
separation, or a spouse who was 
in prison. The Divorce Act was 
further updated in 1986.
Now the legal questions 
facing matrimony centre around 
same-sex access to marriage—
and the exclusive nature of the 
institution has prompted many 
heterosexual couples to protest 
by not signing up for “club 
membership.” 
Still, the choice to marry or 
not isn’t a political statement for 
all. So, down to the juicy bits: if 
you like it, do you have to put a 
ring on it?
In 1938, William S 
Bernard published a paper 
called “Student Attitudes on 
Marriage and the Family.” From 
interviewing participants, 
Bernard concluded that “the 
student today is concerned and 
thoughtful about the problems 
of modern society which [they 
are] to face, at least in relation to 
marriage and family.” Believe it or 
not, many 20-somethings have 
held onto that thoughtfulness 
that the youths of the Dirty ‘30s 
had (at least when it comes to 
life-long commitments). 
When asked about their 
views towards marriage, some 
saw it as indicative of certainty in 
a relationship, while others felt 
marriage doesn’t shine bright like 
a diamond anymore. 
Asked about his attitudes 
towards marriage, SFU student 
John* said, “I love the idea 
of marriage but I'm terrified 
of the reality. … No one goes 
into marriage expecting to get 
divorced and yet almost half of 
them do.” 
Evan, 0n whether he saw 
himself getting married in the 
future, said “I do—though 
definitely not anytime soon! 
Marriage provides a tangible 
commitment; it's a proclamation 
to the world and your partner 
that you believe in your 
relationship and are willing to 
put your money where your 
mouth is.”
Between the passing of 
time and countless divorce 
proceedings, the topics of 
separation and marriage are 
inextricably linked. There’s a 
mixed bag though of those who 
are off-put and those who feel 
statistics don’t tell the whole 
story.
Asked whether rates of 
divorce impacted his views of 
marriage, Carl, a Douglas College 
student, said “While most adults 
I know are divorced, I have to 
remember most of them got 
married early in life and probably 
weren't with the right person.” 
On rates of divorce and 
whether it’s a reason to steer 
clear of marriage, Lisa said that 
“divorce statistics shouldn't affect 
the opinion that someone has 
of marriage. A divorce means 
that the relationship fell apart, 
but the causing factor of why 
the relationship fell apart was 
not that the two people were 
married.”
Regarding whether he 
would be deterred by the rates 
of divorce, Evan said, “Not at 
all. I honestly wouldn't care if 
the statistics said 99 per cent of 
marriages ended in divorce. You 
have to believe in something. 
And if you believe in something, 
you always have to try for it.”
Meghan, an SFU student, 
similarly felt that divorce rates 
shouldn’t be a deterrent in 
and of themselves. She said, 
“There is always a chance that 
a relationship—no matter how 
strong—will eventually fall 
apart. Although many marriages 
end in divorce, I don’t think 
that this should be a reason to 
avoid getting married. A solid 
relationship should be able to 
endure challenges regardless of 
whether the couple is married 
or common-law. A romantic 
relationship of any kind requires 
communication, trust, and 
adaptability.”
Clearly, attitudes towards 
marriage, and indeed divorce, 
can vary greatly. In terms of what 
makes for an ideal relationship, 
though, answers consistently 
pointed at solid foundations.
On what qualities would 
make for an ideal relationship, 
SFU student Zori said that “the 
ultimate would be trust. If you’re 
able to trust one another… then 
I feel like that’s what’s going to 
[get you] through issues that 
you’re going to face.”
Regarding her view of a 
healthy relationship, Anna said 
that “[it] should function on trust 
and communication; the moment 
either of those factors is gone, 
everything will fall apart.”
On what makes for an ideal 
relationship, Eli said, “An ideal 
relationship above all else is two 
people caring and supporting 
each other. Does marriage 
change that? I can’t imagine it 
doing so. I believe it’s the people 
that change, not the bond that 
holds them together.”
If you want to get married, 
and you find someone who 
makes you happy and whose 
flaws you find endearing, 
that probably means you get 
married; alternatively, if you’re 
not sure you ever want to get 
married, that probably means 
you end up in a long-term 
committed relationship instead. 
When it comes to matrimony, 
the decision will be different 
depending on the people and the 
context.
Personally, I’m trepidatious, 
although my trepidation isn’t 
the consequence of any poignant 
origins. My parents are still 
together, and I haven’t been 
witness to any tumultuous or 
dysfunctional relationships. 
Honestly, I’m more anxious 
about the possibility of ending 
up stuck in an unhappy marriage 
than I am about the possibility 
of divorce. I would likely still be 
willing to get married if I felt I 
had found the “right” person—
keeping in mind that I don’t 
believe in soul mates or true love. 
Given my skepticism, I imagine 
my agreement to marriage would 
be more a “Sure, why not!” than a 
full-of-certainty “Yes!”
I believe in compatibility. 
I believe in caring about 
someone enough to choose to 
stay in the relationship and 
work through issues. I believe 
in all of the important bits like 
honesty, communication, good 
intentions, and knowing what 
you want. I believe in making the 
best choices that you can based 
on the information that you 
have. If you’re doing it right, you 
will probably take some chances 
and make yourself vulnerable 
regardless of how legally 
binding your relationship is, and 
the end of a relationship will 
almost always be devastating. 
Sometimes—well, a lot of the 
time, going off those high 
statistics—the choice to get 
married will end in divorce. 
That sucks, but nothing in our 
uncontrollable lives is certain. 
That’s life.
Till death (or debt, desire, dishonesty, 
irreconcilable dierences…) do us part
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When I walked into the office that first day I felt 
underprepared, overdressed, 
and out of place. 
Moving on from the relative 
certainty of post-secondary life 
to my first big “career” job this 
past June was one of the most 
simultaneously exciting and 
vulnerable moments of my adult 
life. On one hand I’d found 
my way back on track, though 
I’d gone about it in a rather 
roundabout way involving years 
of schooling in a different field 
entirely, and was doing what 
I loved to do: graphic design. 
On the other hand, I was doing 
what I loved, getting paid for 
it, and was given an official job 
title to match: graphic designer. 
I wanted to be sick from the 
pressure.
Before I get into debunking 
and confirming some workplace 
clichés, the significance of 
this transition from student 
designer to professional designer 
warrants a brief detour. The 
long unacknowledged weight of 
those two words—student and 
professional—and how I had 
been relying on them exposed 
an elephant in the room that 
would take some thought to 
finally shoo away.
One was a parachute. When 
shit hit the fan for Cody the 
student, he could always pull 
the, I’m-still-learning-and-I’ll-
do-better-next-time ripcord and 
strategically distance himself 
(if only mentally) from the 
incoming storm.
The other was a megaphone. 
When shit hit the fan for Cody 
the professional, all he could 
do was say “yes, that’s me” after 
awkwardly fiddling with the 
volume knobs so that everyone 
within earshot and beyond 
could hear.
Redefining how you see 
yourself takes time, so whether 
you’re a student, professional, 
or professional student, here are 
a few things to keep in mind as 
you navigate the obstacle course 
of life.
Own it. While in school it’s 
easy to pass the buck and come 
up with excuses, so take the time 
to develop an understanding 
of the value of ownership now. 
Contrary to the preferred choice 
of procrastinators, submitting 
something on time and building 
on that concept is better than 
dragging something out well 
past its deadline. At the end 
of the day, if things unravel 
and you absolutely need an 
extension, own that too. Your 
professors will appreciate it; your 
co-workers will look for ways 
to help you out; your clients 
won’t be happy, but there’s value 
in maintaining a professional 
relationship with a little respect 
and honesty.
No one cares. So what, 
you’re the new guy/girl. While 
this rule might better apply 
in situations with a higher 
headcount, it’s one less thing 
to stress about if you can make 
it fit for you. People have work 
to do and it’s business as usual 
whether you’re there or not. The 
same thing applies for whether 
this is your first job out of 
school, or your 15th. People will 
ask you such questions to break 
the ice, but don’t sweat it, they’re 
just trying to get to know you 
and aren’t necessarily levelling 
any sort of judgment. You’ve 
been hired to do a job, so don’t 
let the new sights, sounds, and 
smells unnerve you.
Be present and be 
yourself. While this comes 
easier to some than others, it’s 
an old problem that gets a new 
lease on life when in the context 
of a professional setting. Take 
time to understand the culture 
around you. Is it corporate? 
Are people wearing jeans? Do 
people have kitschy knickknacks 
on their desks? Don’t be afraid 
to put yourself out there, just 
be aware of your surroundings. 
Above all else, from the first 
interview to your last day on 
the job, be you. You’ll enjoy 
your time at work more if you’re 
worrying about putting on a 
performance less.
Invest. We’d all rather be 
lounging on a beach somewhere 
sipping Mai Tais. The reality of 
the situation is that you’re sitting 
in a grey cubicle in a concrete 
tower. Make the most of it. Help 
plan social events for your team. 
Smile and make the people 
around you do the same. Going 
to work should be more than the 
work you do. While some will 
be happy to leave well enough 
alone (which is well within their 
rights), the extra effort to create 
a sense of community in the 
office will not go unnoticed, and 
can really help to turn the blasé 
into a blast.
You go to school, you get 
a job, you never stop learning. 
It’s just up to you to pick up on 
the patterns and realize that 
you’ve been doing new and 
uncomfortable since you were 
born.
Missing arms. Carved out waists. Stretched faces. 
These are all hallmarks of a 
culture obsessed with too much 
airbrushing.
Do models in magazines 
even look like people anymore? 
With the butter-smooth skin 
and eerily bright eyes, they look 
more like Battlestar Galactica’s 
creepy evil Cylons than real live 
women trying to sell us stuff.
And it seems like everyone 
is aware of how rampant of a 
phenomenon it really is. Every 
woman knows to take an ad 
for skin lotion with an ample 
grain of salt; indeed, how could 
a company purport to sell a 
product to make your skin look 
good while using a model whose 
skin has been digitally altered 
into perfection?
It’s a terrible message to 
send to youth, and Douglas 
College philosophy student 
Lucas Atchison agrees. He told 
the Other Press that he thinks 
airbrushing is dishonest. “When 
someone airbrushes it seems like 
a lie. You’re not seeing the whole 
picture, you’re seeing what the 
media wants you to see. It’s not 
who people truly are,” he says.
Atchison adds, “Women 
are objectified, told to meet 
this standard, [and] it’s never 
enough. A lot of women harm 
themselves trying to meet this 
expectation.”
Things like Dove’s 
Campaign for Real Beauty are 
a step in the right direction to 
combat impossible realities 
portrayed by print media. But 
airbrushing is always going to 
happen, big or small. Recently, 
there was a media explosion 
surrounding indie television star 
Lena Dunham (creator of Girls) 
and her supposedly egregiously 
retouched photos in Vogue 
magazine. 
Gawker Media website 
Jezebel.com reported extensively 
on the controversy, and in an 
equally controversial move they 
purchased the un-retouched 
photos from Vogue for a 
ridiculous $10,000 in order to 
engage in what looked a lot like 
public shaming of Dunham. 
Both proponents and opponents 
of airbrushing were horrified 
by the debacle—the photos 
themselves were only slightly 
retouched. A neck-line was 
raised, waist thinned a little, 
and her skin was evened out. 
Additionally, in post-production 
a lot of lighting was fixed.
The controversy raised some 
good discussions about what 
kind of Photoshop work is okay 
to do, and what isn’t. Lighting 
and styling, fine, but modifying 
a person’s body? Especially a 
feminist icon? Maybe not so 
cool.
Douglas College student 
Alysha Hira says that seeing 
tons of airbrushed images isn’t 
good for women. She says, “I 
think it kind of gives everybody 
a warped idea of perfection, a 
warped idea of beauty.”
“We kind of aim in everyday 
life to look like that, when we 
can’t necessarily because it is just 
airbrushing, it’s Photoshop, it’s 
fake. I think it can be harmful to 
younger generations [who] are 
more easily influenced.” 
 Student struggles disguised as professional perplexities
 Is airbrushing hiding too much of the real story?
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British Columbia has lost a hero. On January 19, 
a leader of the North Shore 
Rescue (NSR) team, Tim Jones, 
died suddenly of a heart attack 
while participating in team 
exercises on Mount Seymour.
I greatly admired Jones. 
He and his team of dedicated 
volunteers were lifesavers in 
Vancouver, as they’ve provided 
a critical service to those who 
enjoy the mountains. I also 
completely agreed with his 
view that people should not 
be charged for their rescue. 
Those who need the help of 
the NSR team are often people 
who have made their way into 
the backcountry, then gotten 
into a situation that they cannot 
get themselves out of. The NSR 
team believes that those in need 
of help shouldn’t be charged 
the price of the rescue, because 
having financial thoughts cloud 
the judgement of the individual 
could delay them in making the 
call for help. Rescuing someone 
successfully from the North 
Shore is often a matter of tim-
ing. The helicopters that they 
use for rescues can only operate 
during the day. In winter, when 
night approaches fast, someone 
delaying a call for help—even 
for half an hour—could have 
life-altering consequences. 
Besides the fact that a 
large, threatening price tag 
could delay a rescue from the 
beginning, charging for a rescue 
based on location is wrong. 
You shouldn’t be charged just 
because you happen to be in 
the backcountry. Firefighters, 
police, and paramedics don’t 
charge additional fees if you’re 
in a sketchy neighbourhood; 
so why should those who 
practice outdoor rescues? 
Imagine if you were 
jogging though a low-income 
neighbourhood wearing 
diamond jewelry, and someone 
kidnapped you and held you for 
ransom. Clearly you would be an 
idiot for jogging with diamonds 
in the first place, but at least you 
wouldn’t have to worry about 
the amount the police will be 
charging you for a rescue. 
The members of the NSR 
team don’t do what they do for 
any sort of financial compen-
sation. They’re volunteers who 
donate bucket-loads of hours to 
their cause. They offer a crucial 
service, which allows us all to 
fully enjoy the coastal moun-
tains. There would be a massive 
void in the outdoors community 
without the NSR team.
I’ve never been in a situation 
where I’ve had to call the NSR 
team, but countless others have 
and if I was in their shoes, I 
wouldn’t want financial woes on 
my mind. The backcountry is 
not some ghetto full of land-
mines; it’s nature, and nature 
can be dangerous, especially to 
people who are ill-prepared. So 
instead of scaring people from 
exploring nature, we should 
be educating them about the 
potential risks and preparation. 
The best way to honour 
Jones would be to uphold his 
beliefs for future generations 
and move forwards with the 
work he has begun. For more 
detailed information on 
backcountry preparation and 
what NSR can do for you, visit 
www.northshorerescue.com
Travellers know the danger of visiting a foreign 
country; it’s the little extra 
spice in travelling. They hear 
stories on the television about 
political unrest, radical rebels, 
and petty criminals. Still, 
their desire to see the world 
is not dampened by the risks. 
Travellers know if something 
happens to them abroad, 
their citizenship is enough 
for them to get noticed. 
Someone back home will care 
about and miss them. Their 
government will do whatever 
it takes to get them back. But 
what if the travellers were the 
troublemakers? Should they 
be brought back home and 
punished as Canadians? 
We all get that anxious 
feeling when we cross the 
security checkpoint at 
airports. Sure, we know that 
we haven’t committed any 
crimes and that we aren’t 
packing any contraband, yet 
we still worry because the 
alternative of being guilty 
is so scary. Put yourself in 
the shoes of a smuggler; put 
yourself in the shoes of a 
smuggler being detained; 
then put yourself in the shoes 
of a smuggler sentenced to 
death. So, I ask again, should 
Canada save you? 
Currently, the Canadian 
consular office provides 
detainees the ability to 
communicate with their 
home country, presents 
proper nutrition, and 
connects them with a legal 
representative, but it does 
not get them out of jail 
or post their bail or make 
travel accommodations for 
their family. Although some 
countries have transfer of 
offender arrangements—
including Brazil, United 
Kingdom, and Thailand—
many other countries don’t. 
The Canadian Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Trade, 
and Development has a lot 
of limitations when it comes 
to another country’s judicial 
system. 
Travellers are not just 
Canadian citizens; they must 
also be citizens of the world. 
To say that they don’t know 
the law in another country 
isn’t a good excuse. That is 
just ignorance and deserves 
to be punished. The same way 
you wouldn’t jump into an 
ocean if you don’t know how 
to swim or what lies beneath, 
you shouldn’t dive into a 
foreign country if you don’t 
know what will pose harm 
for you, the locals, and your 
country’s image. 
Remember that when 
you’re abroad you’re a 
representative of your 
homeland, regardless of 
where you’re from and what 
your background is. As 
much as you want to have 
an awesome time and make 
wonderful memories, it’s also 
important to respect other 
people’s home and country. 
Remember that you’re a guest 
and that you’re not entitled to 
anything. Be respectful and 
treat Cambodia, Cameroon, 
and Colombia the way you 
would treat Canada. If you 
follow ethical behaviour 
wherever you go—you know, 
the kind of stuff your mother 
taught you—you likely stay 
out of trouble. 
 Tim Jones was right in his assertions that people should not pay for their rescues
Backcountry rescues shouldn’t cost the victim
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 Should the Canadian consulate rescue troubled citizens abroad? 
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beginning, charging 
for a rescue based 
on your location is 
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Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
By www.northshorerescue.com
opinions  // theotherpress.ca16
For a country that censors genitals in “regular” 
pornography, while producing 
an ample amount of grotesque 
tentacle erotica, bukakee, 
and tamakeri, it’s not hard to 
believe that 20-30 per cent of 
the current adult entertainment 
in Japanese cyberspace is elder 
porn, i.e. old people having sex 
on camera. 
It makes sense, after all: 
Japan has an aging demographic 
with a younger generation less 
interested in intercourse and 
more interested in relationships 
with animated avatars, 
inanimate feminine objects like 
pillows or dolls, and computer 
generated personalities. Now, 
I’m not one to criticize what 
other people do in the bedroom 
as long as no one is getting 
hurt—which I’m not always sure 
of when “researching”; what 
bothers me is that pornography 
is starting to give modern 
society a musky stank and an 
unachievable expectation for 
intimate interactions. 
“It’s mostly older men who 
watch. Maybe some single 
women who are a little older,” 
Shigeo Tokuda, 79-year-old 
porn star told the Globe and 
Mail. “Definitely, they want 
to have some connection to a 
character that’s their age, to 
feel they can have the same 
satisfaction.”
I get it; we all have fetishes 
and we need outlets so we don’t 
repress the animal urges inside 
of us and explode. But we have 
made pedophiles out of people 
who are attracted to young girls 
and boys—would watching 
animated pornography (hentai) 
of children be any more 
acceptable? Niche markets 
work, every art form relies on 
some form of niche to keep the 
medium afloat, but just because 
there is a supply and demand, 
does that mean it’s appropriate? 
I personally don’t want to 
see my grandparents doing 
it—and I wouldn’t want other 
people seeing my family 
members do it either. That shit 
is traumatic. The same way a 
family would be disappointed 
in their teenager for partaking 
in recreational drugs, having 
an elder adult porn star at the 
dinner table is not any less 
reassuring. 
That being said, all 
porn stars must deal with 
that eventual fate of having 
someone near and dear see their 
work; it’s just a naked, wrinkly 
elephant in the room. 
Sure, elders are adults and 
they deserve to make decisions 
of their own, but with the 
Internet being accessible to 
anyone of any age, shouldn’t we 
be more conscious of what is 
online? 
I don’t want to make any 
low blows here, but the term 
elder porn means that the 
people participating in the act 
are old, and therefore, will soon 
face the inevitable. What would 
it be like living in a world where 
we’re watching pornography 
of people who are no longer 
alive? What will that do to our 
psyches with such content so 
easily accessible? Will videos 
be relics or artifacts of Japan’s 
ahead-of-its-time evolution? 
The Internet is able to hold 
content temporarily, but any 
computer-user can save the files 
onto their own hard drive. Porn 
stars die, but the pornography 
they create doesn’t.   
I’m not against elder porn; 
I’m against the idea that the 
pornography world has created 
bedridden, tissue-wasting 
creatures who aren’t trying to 
achieve anything greater than 
self-satisfaction—oh, and sex 
robots. Sure, what people get 
off on is none of my business 
and I don’t want it to be, but 
I do feel there is going to be a 
legitimate problem; maybe not 
now, but if the trend continues 
and the Japanese continue 
to build an empire of bizarre 
erotic entertainment, how is 
that going to affect the next 
generation? 
The same way recreational 
drugs have made a blip in 
our radars and demanded 
attention—I foresee 
pornography doing the same, 
perhaps to a wider scope. 
Last year was another amazing year for movies 
(especially in December). 
Of course, if there are 
movies, there will always be 
awards shows. The Golden 
Globes are over, but the 2014 
annual Academy Awards are 
just heating up. With the 
nominations coming out, there 
were bound to be people angry 
over certain movie-exclusions 
or movies undeserving of 
honours. 
I’m going to tell you my 
thoughts on a few big snubs 
and even bigger surprises. After 
all we have surprises as big as 
when Mila Kunis didn’t even get 
nominated for her role in The 
Black Swan. 
First and definitely 
foremost, where the fuck is 
The Butler? It was one of my 
favourite movies of last year, 
and I thought both Forest 
Whitaker and Oprah Winfrey 
deserved at least a nomination. 
Winfrey’s performance as an 
alcoholic wife and mother 
was incredibly powerful. 
She played the wife of Cecil 
Gaines, Whitaker’s character. 
His performance as the White 
House’s butler subtly carried 
the movie.
Another movie that didn’t 
get noticed at all was the ever-
intense All is Lost, starring 
Robert Redford, a movie about 
a man and his survival on his 
boat. Not nearly enough people 
saw this movie in theatres, so I 
was happy that it got a couple 
of Golden Globe nominations. 
The only Oscars nomination 
it got is for sound editing, 
which it will probably lose 
to Lone Survivor. I’m kind of 
pissed about Redford getting 
snubbed for best actor. He gave 
a memorable performance with 
maybe three lines of dialogue. 
I think he should’ve taken 
either Christian Bale’s or Bruce 
Dern’s spot in the best actor 
category. Speaking of the best 
actor category, Tom Hanks’ 
performance in Captain Phillips 
should’ve gotten him an easy 
nomination. His role as the 
captain of a cargo ship hijacked 
by Somali pirates was frightfully 
realistic. 
Not to rain on anybody’s 
parade, but the Academy 
Awards are a popularity contest. 
In my opinion, American Hustle 
didn’t deserve as many Golden 
Globes as it did, if Silver Linings 
Playbook took the cake last year. 
Also, when they are choosing 
nominations, they’re being 
bombarded with different types 
of campaign ads that are just 
trying to get a nomination. It’s 
kind of bull.
Rant ongoing, I love that we 
live in a world where a movie 
like Bad Grandpa can get a 
nomination—for make-up and 
hairstyling. 
 Now, having said all 
of that, I am still 
going to fill out 
my 2014 Oscar 
nomination 
ballot and have 
my entire family, 
who doesn’t 
see nearly as 
many movies as 
me, gather on 
Sunday, March 
2, hosted by the 
always funny Ellen 
DeGeneres. 
Elliot Chan
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 A reason to jeer and cheer for the Academy Awards
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This year I turn 25. I don’t feel a day older than 18—
that is, until I stand beside 
someone who just graduated 
from high school. I don’t feel 
that young either, until I stand 
next to someone with kids, a 
spouse, a mortgage, a pension 
plan, and a will. When I look 
back at all I have accomplished 
in my 25 years of life, I realize 
that my achievements are 
internal. For a quarter of a 
century, I’ve been living the 
Canadian dream and if I could 
go back in time and tell the six-
year-old version of myself what 
I’ve done, I think he would be 
proud.
I dreamt big as a child, as 
most children do. I wanted to 
be an actor, or at least someone 
with the opportunity to be 
creative. Here I am—not an 
actor, but definitely creating. 
I feel pretty accomplished 
in that sense, not because 
I have achieved anything 
extraordinary (anyone with 
an opinion can write for the 
Other Press), but because I’m 
persistent and I’m staying true 
to my values. 
Regardless of your age, 
I hope you are too, and that 
you’re not looking down on me 
for doing so.  
I think reaching the 25-
year mark still aiming for 
the goals I had as a child is 
remarkable. After all, think 
of all the other stuff getting 
in my way. Yes, the real life 
shit: money, education, 
relationships, entry-level 
jobs, parents, and peers. I see 
my high school friends, all of 
whom are turning 25 this year 
as well, moving out, getting 
engaged, and being promoted. 
They’re settling down with 
their lives, and it makes me so 
happy to see, because another 
trait I want as a 25-year-old 
is to be supportive—the 
same way I want my friends 
to support me and my silly 
choices. 
But does that mean I’m 
a failure because I don’t have 
any of those things my friends 
have? Not at all, because like 
I said, what I have achieved 
is inside of me. It’s my own 
investment. 
If the objective of life is 
to get a mortgage, then sure, 
I’m failing so far. And by the 
looks of it, I’ll continue to fail 
until, well, maybe my mid-life 
crisis. Yet, I have succeeded in 
recognizing that I would trade 
in a small two-bedroom house 
in exchange for travelling or 
writing a novel or getting a 
robust education. I believe 
when I’m 65, I’m going to be 
proud that I’ve indulged in 
life as a 25-year-old instead of 
taking roots in an existence I 
have no desire to grow old in. 
I glance back on my 
successes and failures, and 
dwell a little bit on the failures. 
Yes, I wanted to be an actor and 
failed. I wanted to be a film 
director and failed. I wanted 
to be a standup comedian 
and failed. I made money 
as a dishwasher, a barista, 
a background performer, a 
sandwich board advertiser, 
and a door-to-door canvasser. 
I look back now and I can’t 
believe I did that—the same 
way I can’t believe I went 
bungee jumping. It’s weird 
what I’m proud of: not my 
successes, but my failures.I 
can’t believe they felt like the 
right decisions at some point. I 
can’t believe I did those things. 
But I did and I survived and it’s 
a part of me. 
Up until now, my life has 
been a wrestle with adversity. 
But man, what an experience 
that’s been. What a great 25 
years I’ve lived. What fantastic 
people I’ve met along the way. 
What wonderful privilege I 
had for being able to chase my 
dream and for being able to 
continue doing so. I don’t care 
what your age is, you should 
still be able to chase your 
dream. Or maybe I’m wrong. 
Maybe I’ll never grow up. 
Elliot Chan
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Twenty-five to life
 How I survived in perfect conditions
The Report Card: Holiday ins and outsHolidays are significant. We look forward to them for 
various reasons. Perhaps they bring family and friends together, 
perhaps they ignite a sense of tradition, or maybe we just enjoy 
dressing up and getting drunk. Whatever your reasons are for 
celebrating a holiday, remember that beneath the rambunctious 
fun, there is a greater purpose than merely closing shop and 
getting trashed. 
Pass: Unofficial holidays
Unofficial holidays are quickly becoming a trend in North 
American culture. There is a novelty to it unlike Christmas, 
New Year’s Eve, or Thanksgiving. Unofficial holidays break the 
monotony of the year and give us something unique to look 
forward to. With the help of technology and social networks, 
holiday implementers can come up with a reason to celebrate 
and execute it. With little to no effort, they can sent out 
invitations, spread the news, and host a holiday that hasn’t 
existed before. 
January 21 is National Hug Day, January 25 is Opposite Day, 
March 14 is Pi Day, April 20 is Cannabis Day, September 5 is 
International Bacon Day, and September 19 is International Talk 
like a Pirate Day. There are many more and I’m not exactly sure 
what they all entail, but we have the opportunity to create new 
traditions and be inventive with how we spend our time.
So often days, weeks, months, and even years blend 
together into a blurry life, but with unofficial holidays making 
eventful marks and breaking us out of our daily routines, we can 
create new memories—ones that have us covered in make-up 
for the annual Zombie Walk or taking our dog to work on June 
20 for Take Your Dog to Work Day. Now, those are memories, 
unlike getting wasted at a random bar. 
Fail: Drinking holidays
It’s a bit of a shame seeing some respectable holidays turn into 
an excuse to get drunk. St. Patrick’s Day, a day to celebrate 
the independence of the Irish people, is now a day where bars 
serve green beer. Cinco de Mayo, a day that commemorates the 
freedom and democracy after the American Civil War is just 
another alcohol-filled fiesta. Finally there is my old favourite, 
Halloween: it used to be a chance to dress up and get candy, but 
now it’s just an opportunity for bars and clubs to jack up their 
cover charges or to make it impossible to get in because the 
lineup wraps around the block, and Lord knows I’m not waiting 
in the cold dressed in my Miley Cyrus/wrecking ball costume. 
It has become customary to stock up on booze for New 
Year’s Eve and other statutory holidays because the provincial 
liquor stores will be closed the next day and getting wasted is, 
well, important and expected. So, what does it really say about 
our society that the days we consider significant are also the 
days that we make regrettable choices? 
I think having fun is important, but anticipating a day just 
to binge drink doesn’t foster a healthy life. Let’s not forget what 
holidays are really about. It’s rest, not indulgence. 
The Report Card: 
Holiday ins and outs
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Happy Zombie Pirate Free Hug Day!
By nikkinakkinoo365 (Flickr)
If the objective 
of life is to get a 
mortgage, then 
sure, I’m failing 
so far. And by 
the looks of it, I’ll 
continue to fail 
until, well, maybe 
my mid-life crisis. 
Know the score? 
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cascading 
wins
It was a good weekend (January 24 and 25) for the men’s 
volleyball team as they swept the 
visiting University of the Fraser 
Valley (UFV) Cascades. The Royals 
were especially dominant on 
Saturday night as they took the 
game in three sets.
“It’s the first sweep we’ve had 
this year—we’ve split every other 
weekend. I think it’s good for the 
guys. They’ve been working really 
hard and I feel like the work we’ve 
put in, especially this semester, 
is really starting to show on the 
floor,” said coach Brad Hudson 
after the game.
Douglas set the tone early 
on, jumping out to a 9-2 lead 
before UFV showed any signs of 
fight. Andrew McWilliam was in 
fine serving form, putting away 
a pair of aces to help the Royals 
pull away. The set was finished 
off on four straight points from 
Douglas—highlighted by a dink 
shot from Andrew Robson before 
Matt Santema put it away 25-12.
UFV was better prepared 
in the second set, even holding 
the lead for a good portion of it. 
Unfortunately for the visitors, 
however, Douglas was up for the 
challenge. Down 10-6, coach 
Hudson called a timeout in an 
effort to get the squad’s heads 
back in the game. It worked. With 
Nicholas Bridle delivering some 
powerful spikes and Drew Ruby 
picking up an ace along the way, 
the Royals clawed their way to a 
14-14 tie. The set stayed tight right 
until the end—no more than three 
points separating the two teams 
at any point—when McWilliam 
supplied the final dig before Ruby 
finished it off.
The final set was Douglas’ 
for the taking and they did just 
that. The Cascades stuck with 
the Royals early on, but a hard 
spike from McWilliam followed 
by a demoralizing block from 
Caleb Konrad triggered a six-
point run to put the visitors in the 
rear-view mirror. Douglas kept a 
comfortable cushion for the rest of 
the game until Bridle and Robson 
teamed up to secure the win.
“For a sweep, it feels pretty 
good. I think the team really 
came together—good to feel all 
the guns going at the same time,” 
commented Bridle.
Yamato Konishi remarked on 
the team’s energy level helping to 
pick up the win, “Sometimes we’re 
so hyper and sometimes we’re so 
down, but today and yesterday we 
were constant and really played for 
the point.”
With the team now in a 
three-way tie for third place 
coach Hudson spoke about the 
upcoming match-ups against 
first-place (only one win up on the 
Royals) Columbia Bible College: 
“They’re a good team. They’ve 
got kids on their team that have 
won a national championship 
so you can’t really question their 
group. But at the same time, 
we’re still building so I feel pretty 
good about where we’re at and 
excited to get back on the road. 
We’ve been on the road for most 
of this semester and we had our 
trip to California so we’re pretty 
comfortable away from home now 
and it’ll be a fun place to play.”
Eric Wilkins
Sports Editor
 sports
@theotherpress.ca
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
 Men’s volleyball beats UFV
Player of the Game: 
Andrew 
McWilliam (#5)  
By Eric Wilkins
The women’s volleyball team hosted the University of 
the Fraser Valley (UFV) last 
weekend (January 24 and 25), 
but were unable to take a single 
set against the second-place 
Cascades. That being said, 
despite the results, there were 
positives that could be drawn 
from the games.
“I think there were some 
good things. We really competed 
with them for both nights. But 
again, we need to stop being that 
‘young’ team and start bringing 
100 per cent in every set,” 
commented coach Kyra Iannone 
following Saturday’s loss.
The Royals started the game 
with good energy, resulting in 
them hopping in front 8-3 early 
on, thanks in part to a pair of 
aces from Kalena Connors. UFV 
fought their way back though, 
eventually tying it up at 9-9. 
It stayed tight until the end 
of the set—never more than 
three points separating the two 
teams—but UFV ultimately took 
it 25-23.
In the second set, the Royals 
were again determined to stay 
in it. Some strong shots from 
Maddy Burt, Avneet Shokar, and 
Toni Vandenbrink kept the hosts 
close and even in the lead at 
times, but continuous pressure 
from UFV eventually wore them 
down. After being deadlocked at 
19-19, the Cascades broke away 
to take the set 25-20.
In what was to be the final 
set, Douglas couldn’t quite keep 
the pace. After staying relatively 
close at 12-9, with two back-to-
back miscues for the Royals the 
Cascades went on a six-point run 
that the hosts would be unable 
to recover from. Final score for 
the third was 20-15 for UFV.
“Last night we had a good 
night. Although we lost, it wasn’t 
a bad game to lose because we 
played well. Today for the first 
half of the night we played well 
and then by the end we took 
little tumbles. Tonight was way 
harder to lose than last night 
was,” said captain Tori Trim.
Comparing the two games 
against UFV, coach Iannone 
remarked that, “I think 
systematically and blocking-
wise they did a way better job 
today. Serving-wise they did 
a way better job today. I just 
think accountability and off-ball 
defence needs to change a little 
bit for us to beat teams like that.”
With the team now heading 
on the road against Columbia 
Bible College (tied with Douglas 
for fifth), coach Iannone was, 
“really confident,” about her 
team’s chances—a sentiment 
shared by Trim, who felt that 
they could, “win both of them, 
for sure.”
Eric Wilkins
Sports Editor
 sports
@theotherpress.ca
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
Unsettled
 Women’s volleyball suffers two losses against UFV 
Player of the Game: 
Kalena 
Connors (#7)  
Kalena Connors // By Eric Wilkins
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After 30 years as commissioner of the 
NBA—making him longest 
serving commissioner in sports 
history—David Stern is slated 
to resign on February 1. During 
his tenure he successfully 
transformed the league into 
a compelling cash cow for all 
parties involved. 
Since his debut in 1984, 
Stern increased television 
ratings and contracts so that 
now, $930-million is divvied up 
between the NBA owners from 
the TV contracts. His stellar 
efforts also took the league’s 
annual salaries through the 
roof. While the league was 
initially offering an average 
of $250,000 per player, Stern 
managed to raise that number 
well into the millions. The 
average NBA contract is now 
approximately $5-million. 
When Stern took on the 
position, game attendance 
averaging less than 7,000 fans 
a night. Stern has more than 
doubled that number along 
with helping the league’s 
worldwide presence—the 2012 
playoffs were broadcast in 215 
countries.
It hasn’t been all 
sunshine and rainbows for 
Stern, though. He’s overseen 
six franchise relocations, 
several lockouts, huge referee 
scandals, trade vetoes, and 
many other controversial and 
heavily publicized moments. 
Many recall the betting scandal 
with referee Tim Donaghy 
that went public in 2007, 
when Donaghy was accused 
of betting on games that he 
refereed in the 2005-06 and 
2006-07 seasons. The FBI 
investigated his remote ties 
to organized crime, which 
ultimately resulted in a guilty 
plea and 15 months in jail along 
with three years supervised 
release. Stern made it very 
clear afterwards that he never 
wanted to see such despicable 
acts within the organization 
again. 
Another “highlight” was 
in his first year on the job 
when he caused a ruckus with 
Michael Jordan—banning his 
very first pair of Nikes (Air 
Jordan I) for failure to meet 
on-court dress code. Nike was 
in an uproar as MJ was fined 
$5,000 dollars every time he 
wore the shoes on the court. In 
a move they would later come 
to appreciate much more, Nike 
paid out for all of Jordan’s fines. 
Stern has been mentoring 
his successor, Adam Silver, 
to ensure the NBA remains 
in great shape and continues 
expanding its revenues. The 
two have worked together 
for 20 years. “I’m honoured, 
thrilled, and will do my 
absolute best to grow this 
league or try to do it the way 
David has done over the last 20 
(sic) years. To the NBA family, 
I look forward to serving you,” 
stated Silver. 
Stern’s stepping down has 
been met with an outpouring 
of respect from athletes and 
team owners. Farewell, Stern!
 
As with many aspects of life, certain individuals take 
the lion’s share of the credit for 
something that many worked at.
The rockstar on stage may 
get all the glamorous attention, 
but the critical component to 
the success of the performance 
rests with many hands, such as 
roadies, light crew, sound crew, 
promoters, and so on. The same 
goes for trainers in the world 
of sports. They are a critical, 
yet neglected, aspect of the 
sports world. When the Chicago 
Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup 
last year, nobody rushed onto 
the ice to interview the trainers; 
the trainers didn’t hoist the cup 
into the air.
The same phenomenon 
occurs with the life of trainers at 
the University of Regina.
A trainer’s duties include 
attending practice every day, 
stretching out the players, doing 
laundry, fixing equipment, 
and making sure the team is 
generally ready to go. In the 
event of an injury, the trainer is 
the first one to respond and help 
the player.
For Carly Pockett, a 
Kinesiology student, as the 
athletic trainer and equipment 
manager for the Cougars’ 
women’s hockey team she 
admits that the work is time 
consuming, especially with 
school, but that she does like it.
“I do enjoy the job most 
times,” she said. “Better aspects 
include the athletes. They’re a 
great group to work with and 
also I get to do something that I 
enjoy. Bad aspects include how 
time-consuming it is. It doesn’t 
always agree with my school 
schedule.”
Balancing such a 
demanding job with a full course 
load has its challenges, but those 
are often outweighed by the 
future career benefits.
“I feel like this experience 
will help me in my future 
career or if I choose to continue 
my school elsewhere after 
my degree,” Pockett said. “It 
gives me an advantage against 
those that have never done or 
experienced anything along 
these lines, and it also gets my 
name out there for a future 
career option.”
Dillon Hunter, the trainer of 
the men’s hockey team, also feels 
that the job is very demanding 
while trying to take a full course 
load, but similarly feels that the 
experience of being a trainer will 
help him in his career.
“It will definitely help me. 
I mean, it’ll give me just that 
much more experience for 
injuries that do occur,” he said. 
“I mean, in hockey, there’s a few 
more brutal injuries.”
Since hockey is such a fast, 
physical and injury-prone sport, 
trainers can bet that they will see 
and have to deal with injuries.
“I’ve seen a few bad 
concussions,” said Hunter. “Last 
year we had one guy, he had 
severed his Ulnar nerve. I wasn’t 
there at the game, the other guy 
was.”
The Ulnar nerve is the 
located in the arm, beside the 
elbow bone. It is commonly 
know as the “funny bone.”  The 
nerve is quite unprotected.
The reason why Hunter 
wasn’t there was because last 
year, the men’s hockey team had 
two trainers, whereas this year 
Hunter is all by his lonesome 
self. This has increased his 
workload significantly, because 
before him and his trainer 
partner would split practices.
As to whether or not 
trainers are under-appreciated, 
both Hunter and Pockett agree 
that the team values their 
contribution. As far as being 
underpaid, though, both seem 
not to mind.
“[It] is a lot of work for the 
amount we do get paid, but this 
position is more volunteer than 
anything,” she said. “I wasn’t 
even aware that we did get paid 
before committing my time to 
the team.”
“The money isn’t the biggest 
part of it,” agreed Hunter. “It’s 
more the experience, I would 
say. The money is nice, but it’s 
not all about it.”
These trainers, for all they 
do and the way they do it in a 
humble manner, deserve their 
own applause and fame for all 
their hard work. Next time a 
team succeeds, especially the 
Cougars or Rams, don’t forget 
their trainers.
A ‘Stern’ farewell
Life of a trainer
 David Stern retires as commissioner
 It may not be a glamorous life, but they still love it
David Stern // By www.tracking.si.com
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When Stern took 
on the position, 
game attendance 
averaging less 
than 7,000 fans a 
night. Stern has 
more than doubled 
that number along 
with helping the 
league’s worldwide 
presence...
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For their first game of a month-long stint away from 
home, the women’s basketball 
team was matched up against 
the undefeated Vancouver 
Island University (VIU) 
Mariners on January 24. The 
underdog Royals were on fire 
in the first quarter, though—
taking it 18-14 while controlling 
the boards and the pace of the 
game. 
The pressure of being in 
the lead crept up on Douglas 
early into the second quarter 
as both Jettie McLaughlin 
and Adelia Paul got into foul 
trouble with three apiece; this 
deterred the sub arrangements 
coach Courtney Gerwing had 
initially planned. VIU promptly 
took advantage of the team’s 
situation and put up 24 points 
in the quarter.  
The third quarter was much 
like the second, with Douglas 
struggling to break the VIU 
zone. Douglas fought back in 
the fourth, trading baskets with 
the hosts, but it was not enough 
to come back from the 20-point 
deficit. VIU took home the “W” 
77-57. 
“The second quarter really 
hurt us. We forced our own 
turnovers and the veteran team 
had no problems capitalizing 
on our mistakes. We also [had] 
a few of our players in foul 
trouble early; this brought 
down the momentum a bit,” 
said Lauren Sollero.
“We came out strong, but 
had a tough time guarding two 
of the top scorers in the league. 
[We] were a bit careless with 
the ball offensively, and that 
ended up hurting us. You have 
to have a very solid 40 minutes 
to compete with a team like VIU 
and we didn’t do that tonight,” 
said coach Gerwing.
 Women’s basketball loses to VIU
Island trip
Courtnie Martin
Sports Reporter
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
By Courtnie Martin
When you can’t consistently start for England and 
their miserable mix of attackers, are you really such a 
much?”
When you can’t consistently start for England and 
their miserable mix of attackers, are you really such a 
much?”
On January 24 the men’s basketball team took 
a trip to the island to take 
on the Vancouver Island 
University (VIU) Mariners. 
In the first quarter, thanks in 
part to Andrew Baron being 
unstoppable in the paint, 
the Royals managed to take 
an early lead. Although VIU 
answered, they still could not 
hold the Royals from a stellar 
quarter. However, in the second 
quarter Douglas got cold from 
the field and VIU began to 
capitalize—resulting in the 
Mariners heading into halftime 
up by eight. While most of the 
team struggled in the third, 
Kristian Hildebrandt was on 
fire; he would finish the game 
with 18 points—12 of which 
were from the three-point line. 
His performance wasn’t enough 
in the end though, as the final 
score was 91-73 for VIU.
“We were hitting enough 
shots to stick with [them] for 
most of the game, but down 
the stretch we couldn’t pull 
out enough stops to give us a 
chance at the win,” said Ethan 
McKean. 
“I think we did pretty 
well. If we play like this against 
Camosun tomorrow [January 
25], I will be very happy with 
that. Andrew is the glue on 
this team; he can play all the 
positions, which often gives us 
a mismatch in the post. With 
[him] being a guard defended 
by a post, he could not be 
stopped tonight,” commented 
coach Denis Beausoleil. 
 Men’s basketball loses shooting touch against VIU
Short on shots
Courtnie Martin
Sports Reporter
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
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Get those engines revved (read: chips, dip, and 
excessive quantities of beer), 
sports fans. It’s that glorious 
time of year when football 
reigns supreme and it’s socially 
acceptable to remain glued to 
the tube enjoying 300-pound 
men with questionable college 
degrees hit 
each other 
for hours 
on end. It’s 
Super 
Bowl time.
But wait, the Super Bowl 
isn’t just for sports fans! It’s an 
event. A spectacle. Something 
that can be appreciated by 
all. That’s right, even those 
of you who conjure up a 
most distressing image when 
someone drops the line, “toss 
the pigskin,” can partake in 
Super Bowl Sunday and have 
a good time doing it. Most 
everyone knows 
how to have a 
good time, 
but just in 
case you 
need some 
tips on 
how 
to do that specifically on 
February 2, check out some tips 
below.
Booze. An obvious point, 
but at a college publication I 
imagine few will take issue with 
it being emphasized anyway. 
The Super Bowl is a social 
occasion, and, as such, is a 
perfect excuse to have the gang 
over, hang out, and down a few 
brews. There’s no shortage of 
drinking games to spice up (or 
simply, spice) the game, either. 
While there’s always the regular 
drinking whenever someone 
drops a pass, picks up a first 
down, and so on, Super Bowl-
specific games could be taking 
a drink whenever a Manning 
other than Peyton is mentioned 
by the commentators or Richard 
Sherman is discussed.
Food. Again, easy one here, 
but this is a prime opportunity 
to be a major glutton. Cover 
every inch of your table 
with some kind of 
artery-clogging snack 
and go at it. Chips? Sure. Dip. 
Of course. Quiche? How could 
you not? Quiche dipped in 
chips? Go hog wild, it’s heart-
attack-inducing-food Christmas.
Commercials. In every 
other situation, people try to 
avoid commercials like the 
plague. But on Super Bowl 
Sunday, for some, commercials 
are the star attraction. 
Companies know that a large 
audience will tune in (last 
year had nearly 110-million in 
the US alone) and put some 
time and effort into making 
their normally annoying 
bits as viewer-friendly as 
possible. Whether it’s worth 
the $4-million price tag for a 
30-second slot is up for debate, 
but the entertainment value 
sure isn’t. Classics such as the 
Budweiser Clydesdales will 
always be there, but it’s always 
interesting to see what other 
amusing clips come up. 
Halftime show. This is 
where the NFL really tries to 
expand their viewership. Let’s 
face it, no real football fan would 
be caught dead celebrating the 
fact that Bruno Mars will be one 
of the performers (the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers are there as well). 
But even those who have no 
appreciation for the Hawaiian 
should tune in. The halftime 
show is as much about what 
could happen as it is about who’s 
singing. Who can ever forget 
2004’s titillating Nipplegate 
when Janet Jackson’s “wardrobe 
malfunction” made headlines 
for weeks? I don’t think 
(hopefully) anything similar will 
go down this year, but hey, it’s 
live TV—anything can happen.
And just because it wouldn’t 
be a sports piece without some 
real sports, the Seahawks 
are going to take it. Peyton 
Manning will be shut down 
by the masters of holding and 
Russell Wilson and Marshawn 
Lynch will tear up the Broncos 
D. 24-14 ‘Hawks. You heard it 
here first.
For love of the game… time activities
 A guide to the Super Bowl for non-sports types
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Despite already having paid rental deposits on a smoke 
machine and a T-shirt cannon, 
a Coquitlam man left nearly a 
dozen participants disappointed 
when he called off a planned 
flash mob proposal on Friday 
January 24, after becoming too 
attached to the engagement ring 
to give it up.
Gollum Smith, a 34-year-old 
Douglas College arts student, 
originally from Middle Earth, 
placed multiple ads on Craigslist 
to solicit participants for his 
planned proposal to girlfriend 
Cindy Lou, 29. 
“I’m going to do this whole 
thing where we’re walking to 
the Safeway at the station, you 
know, and then all of a sudden 
everyone will start singing 
‘Marry You’ by Bruno Mars and 
yadda, yadda, yadda—I’ll give 
her the ring and she’ll be stuck 
with me,” explained Smith in the 
Craigslist ads, which have now 
been taken down. 
However, when Smith 
showed up with Lou at 
the SkyTrain station at the 
appointed time on Friday, he 
made a last-minute decision to 
terminate the proposal plans. 
Onlookers say that Smith 
began shouting and convulsing 
in a feral manner, while 
clutching a plain gold ring to 
his chest. “Leave now, and never 
come back!”
“My precious…,” said Smith, 
when captured on a bystander’s 
iPhone. “We wants it, we needs 
it. Must have the precious!”
Nearly a dozen planned 
participants in the flash mob, 
including Lou’s mother and 
sister, were left disenchanted 
and dumbfounded at Smith’s 
cancellation.
“Well, I’m a little 
disappointed for Cindy,” said 
Lou’s mother, Bernice, 65. “But 
if this is how Gollum’s going to 
act, I guess it’s better we find out 
now. Not very gentlemanly.”
“Also… the ring isn’t even 
that nice,” added Lou’s sister, 
Janice, with a lot of attitude. 
“Yellow gold is a bit passé—and, 
like, where were the diamonds?”
“I learned all the words to 
a Bruno Mars song for this. I’m 
not very happy,” added Craigslist 
participant Jake Rakellet.
Upon realizing that her 
boyfriend was going to propose 
to her, but then called it off 
while screaming like a monster, 
Cindy Lou left the scene in a 
total huff.
Smith hasn’t been heard 
from since the incident and 
has not answered requests for 
follow up interviews. His only 
communication has been on 
social media, where he tweeted 
on Saturday night: “So bright, 
so beautiful… ah, Precious. 
#mylove.” There is no indication 
as to whether he is referring to 
Cindy, or to the plain gold ring.
In order to combat provincial government cuts to health 
care and raise more funds, 
Vancouver Seaside Health 
announced Thursday that they 
will be selling a cookbook titled 
How to Cook Food for People 
You Don’t Really Like That 
Much. 
The cookbook, which 
features recipes devoid of the 
flavour-enhancing chemical 
known as salt, will be available 
on Amazon.com, in bookstores 
everywhere, and of course at all 
hospital gift shops. Some hotly 
anticipated recipes from the 
book include boiled vegetables, 
rice, and cold tea (made by 
boiling water and then allowing 
it to sit until cold).
Mrs. Bradshaw in the hip 
trauma unit raves about the 
book: “I just don’t know how 
they make the food taste so 
awful!” she says, adding that 
she looks forward to purchasing 
her copy upon her release from 
the hospital so that she can 
cook a lumpy pudding for her 
daughter-in-law. 
Ronald Porcupine, of 
Porcupine Publishing, believes 
the book will sell well, citing 
a recent trend in diet and 
cookbooks designed to make 
food taste absolutely inedible. 
Porcupine tells us, “Our most 
successful book in 2013 was all 
about kale! Can you imagine 
a worse-tasting vegetable? I 
can’t.”
How to 
Cook Food for 
People You 
Don’t Really 
Like That Much 
is available for 
pre-sale and will 
be on shelves  
July 11. 
New Westminster station flash 
mob proposal cancelled
 Man realizes ring too ‘precious’ to waste on girlfriend
 Says new book will revolutionize cooking for the enemy
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Last Friday night, I went to Tony’s Pizzeria to check out 
local band Grandma’s Vintage 
Nudes in the Basement—
described on their Twitter page 
as “Vancouver’s leading dark-
pop pop-punk alternative indie 
emerging band.” 
Opening with a scream of “ 
DEFEND POP-PUNK!”—which 
he continued to shout before 
each song—lead singer Kyle 
Walker launched into the first 
song, “Magic Baby.” Cheers 
from the audience emerged; 
the audience consisted of me, 
another reviewer, three women 
who I later found out were 
the members’ girlfriends, a 
12-year-old boy who was either 
the drummer’s brother or 
son, and two 14-year-old girls 
wearing handmade T-shirts of 
the band’s logo (a burlesque 
dancer with the head of an old 
woman). 
Launching into a song 
he informed us was called 
“Shindig,” Kyle told us we 
could listen to the song “on 
our SoundCloud… wait no, 
we haven’t put it on our 
SoundCloud yet. Hey, Jordan,” 
he said, turning to the bassist. 
“Did we update our Bandcamp 
with it yet? Oh, we don’t 
have one. Well, it’ll be on 
our EP… which we’re creating 
just as soon as Chris gets his 
paycheque,” he said, pointing 
to the drummer, who seemed 
oblivious to the fact that the 
rest of the band had stopped 
two minutes beforehand.
The highlights of the show 
included a 10-minute bass 
solo, an impromptu drum 
solo, an extended guitar solo 
during the band’s “greatest 
hit,” and several renditions 
of Kyle showing us his “killer 
beatboxing.” There were even 
a couple points in the show 
when the band collectively 
played together, sounding 
almost like songs listed on 
the alleged set list. However, 
these claims were refuted by 
one angry pizza customer, 
who yelled at the band to “play 
some fucking music already, I 
came here to have fun and eat, 
not listen to the sound of my 
’97 modem.” The lead bassist 
seemed particularly hurt by 
these comments: he mentioned 
to me afterwards his father 
doesn’t always appreciate their 
live shows.
Things got awkward when 
the band members got in an 
argument with the owner of 
the establishment, Tony, about 
their payment. The band later 
posted a boycott of Tony’s on 
their official Facebook page 
(“We already have 20 likes 
and we set it up a month ago!” 
raved Chris Lai, the drummer), 
stating the number of pizzas 
paid to entertainers in their 
establishment was “two instead 
of three,” and that the case of 
beer also given was “Cariboo, 
not PBR.” 
Grandma’s Vintage Nudes 
in the Basement’s next show 
will be in the basement of Kyle’s 
mother’s house, with special 
guests Hippo Eat Dwarf and 
the New Radicals. Asked for 
a press write-up, Kyle replied 
“Uh yeah, tickets are only 50 
bucks and you can text me for 
the address of the venue and 
for pickup. I can meet you 
anywhere in Aldergrove. Better 
hurry, though, we only have 
250 of these available,” before 
returning to sipping Cariboo 
beer and playing Call of Duty. 
Lacklustre band plays to lacklustre crowd of friends and 
family in exchange for lacklustre pizza, notoriety
 Concert review: Grandma’s Vintage Nudes in the Basement at Tony’s Pizzeria, on January 24
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By Allie Davison, Contributor
Bang, bang—you’re gross. 
I am a      who [wish I hadn’t] saw a
Where: Millennium Line platform at Commercial/ Broadway 
When: 2014-01-05 9:27 a.m.
You were sipping casually from a Colt 45. I was headed to class, loaded down 
with books. You noticed me looking and mistook my disgusted glance for faint 
interest. Your chivalrous attempts to help me with my books ended in disaster 
when you fell on the tracks. The commuters all glared hatefully as the alarm 
droned in our ears. You held up your Colt 45 as a sign of triumph, as if to say “I’m 
alright!” But clearly you weren’t. 
Thanks for ruining my macchiato, asshole.
I am a     who [wish I hadn’t] saw a
Where: Robson and Denman
When: 2014-01-01 
It was Wednesday morning. I was coming out of the Starbucks. You were 
stumbling down the street, walk-of-shaming your way home. “Hey man, can I 
have some coffee? Or at least your phone number?” You thought you were coy. 
You weren’t.
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What happens when 
your mom decides 
to “fix” your Cards 
Against Humanity…
ho says fashionable footwear has to stay on 
your…feet? After a year of ho-hum sock buns 
beguiling their heads, intrepid Douglas 
College fashionistas are ringing in 2014 with a bold 
new hair look: the “boot bun.”
“Sock buns are so last year,” said first-year 
student and style maven Courtney Sparklestein. 
“I mean, if I’m going to pay for some rockin’ 
moto booties, you just know I’m going to want 
them to be seen. Where better than on my 
head? Added bonus? It gives me great volume  
at my crown.”
Despite Martha’s objections, Steve believed that the first date 
was the perfect time to break down interpersonal boundaries 
by enjoying nature’s washroom facilities.
By Natalie Serafini, Assistant Editor

